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5. July 29.—Jesus Dines with a Pharisee Luke 14 : 1-14 


6. August 5.—False Excuses ./.....-+-++--. Luke 14 : 15-24 
‘9, August 12,—The Parable of the TwoSons . . . . Luke 15: 11-32 
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RR er Rr are ee Luke 18 : 1-14 
g- August 26.—The Rich zone eae Mark 10 : 17-31 
10. September 2.—Bartimzus and Zacchezus . Luke 18 : 35 to 19: 10 
11. September 9 —Jesus Enters Jerusalem in Triumph, Matt. 21 * 1-17 


12. September 16.—Jesus Silences the Pharisees 
and Sadducees Mark 12 : 13-27 


13. September 23.—Review. =§8=8 = = = = 
14. September 30.—Temperance Lesson . . 


oe 
Handel’s Largo 


(April 22, 1906, the first Sunday after 
the San Francisco Earthquake) 


By Ellen Hamlin Butler 


VER the iridescent seas 
Lay heaven’s soft, unsullied blue. 

Rose-gardens wooed us. Through the trees 

A tender wind of April blew. * 
But cowed by terror, hushed by dread, 

We gathered in our common fear, 
Scarce knowing what our pale lips said, 

With death so menacing and near. 


. . Gal. 5: 15-26; 6: 7-8 


The awful waking to a day 

Of spring and sunshine held us yet,— 
The earthquake’s jar and rack and sway 

Nor in our sleep might we forget. 
Again, in many a sleepless hour, 

We felt the strange, recurring throe 
Of nature tortured by the power, 

The unseen power, that stirred below. 


O cheerless sabbath morn, that brought 
To hearts imprisoned tidings dire 
Of ruin sown, of havoc wrought,— 
The aftermatk of tempest, fire ! 
What word had human impotence? 
What place was found for praise or prayer? 
Who dared to speak of Providence 
With this strange Presence everywhere ? 


No preacher’s voice such need could meet, 
But, as we lingered, suddenly 
The sound of music clear and sweet 
Arose in rhythmic harmony ; 
And the great Largo’s opening chord 
Our souls with its persuasion stirred,— 
The tender mercy of the Lord, 
The still, small voice Elijah heard !° 


Unfaltering, majestic, strong, 

Those strains triumphant cleft a way 
Through all our sense of wo and wrong. 

We could not hope, we could not pray, 
Yet, over the relentless law 

That made us fear the earth we trod, 
Above the doom our sad eyes saw 

We felt the fatherhood of God. 
Bancor, ME. 


Prevented, and Preventing 

God will work two blessings for every child of his 
who will let him. ‘‘ Prevent me this day from sin, 
and help me to learn to prevent myself,’’ was the 
prayer-cry of a needy, desperate child of God; and 
those two blessings God stands ready to grant, for that 
child and for all others. He will prevent us, in spite 
of ourselves, from sinning, and he will teach us to 
prevent ourselves from sinning, How often have we 
all been kept, by ‘‘circumstances,’’ from deliberate 
sin ata point where we had intended to sin! That is 
God's answer to the first petition. And what a surge 
of gratitude sweeps over one who deliberately turns 
away from sin that he wants to do and could do, be- 
cause God has enabled him to conquer! That is 
God's answer to the second petition. Both blessings 
are from God, but the second is greater than the first, 
for it makes us ‘‘joint-heirs with Christ’’ in the vic- 
tory that God lets us share with Christ. 


Kx 
The Way of Death 


Inaction is a sign of death,—death present or 
death approaching. To do nothing, to move not at 
all, is to invite death to set in. Little though we know 
about the mysterious condition that we call life, we 
know at least that its presence is marked by motion 
and activity. In the human body this is peculiarly 
true : the moment the endless current of blood which 
flows through the veins and arteries in its life-giving 
course ceases, that moment life goes, death comes. 
The blood is the life, but it is life only as it moves 
and thus endlessly serves the body. So our spiritual 
life demands activity for its continuance. We cannot 
live spiritually and do nothing for the spiritual needs 
of others. True, God in his loving mercy does not 
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Our Artificia 

HE discussion which has occurred with regard 

to the supply of ice in summer-time, and the 
prices we have to pay for it, recalls to many 
persons the fact that the general use of ice in summer 
is a thing of very recent date, and that the earlier 
generations of Americans lived through the hottest 
summers without it. It is true that they lived for the 
most part in the country, and drank water cold from 
the well, and frequently kept other family supplies in 
their cool springhouses. ‘' Brick wildernesses,’’ as 
Carlyle called our modern cities, were still in the 
future for this country, and only a trifling part of the 
population lived away from the shade of the trees and 

the sound of the running brooks. 

It remains, after all allowances have been made, 
an impressive fact that what was once not even the 
luxury of the rich has now come to be ranked as a 
necessity of even the poor, and that funds for the free 
distribution of ice are created by public appropria- 
tion or by private gifts. It is one of the many illus- 
trations of our increasing dependence upon physical 
comforts, which is not an evidence of growing strength 
of character. We are losing the great art of ‘‘ doing 
without’’ what we do not really need, and are thus 
placing ourselves under the necessity of increased 
labor on the part of those who toil for the support of 
their families. The cost of living grows heavier with 
every generation. Statisticians say.that a constantly 
increasing proportion of our people are not paying their 
debts with the promptness and the honesty of former 
days. An artificial standard as to what a family in 


any social class must have has come into recognition. 
There is a greater temptation to think that life does 
‘*consist in the abundance of things’’ that we can 
crowd into it. 

It is exceedingly hard to draw the line between 





cut us off in death the instant our spiritual service for 
others ceases or is interrupted ; but unless we shall 
have tearned to live in ceaseless service for others, we 
know that the time will come when we cannot live at 
all. The only Conqueror of death is He in whom 
alone such life and service are made possible. 


x 
To the End 


It is easier to look forward to serving Christ than 
to serve him now. Most of us would rather sing the 
lines in the hymn that’run 


‘* O Jesus, I have promised 
To serve thee to the end,”’ 


as though they read ‘‘a¢the end.’’ Yet the only as- 
surance we can give either to Christ or to ourselves 
that we shall want to be with him and serve him at 
the end is to live true to him to-day. Traitors of to- 
day are not likely to be loyal to-morrow. But loyalty 
to-day, to-moirow, and always, is made possible even 
to those of us who have often betrayed his love, be- 
cause of the strength of that love which never be- 


trays us. 
ya 


Ever-Friendly Criticism 

Sharp criticism is always ready to be our friend, 
if we will let it. The manner of its coming is abso- 
lutely unimportant—to us, Gold in the ore is just as 
truly gold as gold in the jewel box. Whether it is 
tactful or unfeeling, pleasant or rough, largely right or 
largely wrong, should not affect one whit our deter- 
mination to profit by every grain of truth that a criti- 
cism may contain. And the more eager we are for 
criticism, the less likely we are to need it. 
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1 Necessities 


what is really necessary for us, and what is an 
artificial and possibly harmful indulgence of our 
likings. Very often the line is drawn wrongly. In 
some parts of Pennsylvania may be seen men at 
work with but one suspender to hold up their trousers, 
or with none. The distinction marks the boundary 
between two divisions of a religious body, once 
united. The strict brethren wear no suspenders ; the 
moderate wear one ; the loose indulge in two, as do 
‘*the world.’’ The first also require their members 
to dispense with springs to their wagons, which makes 
a difference on the rough and stony roads of that part 
of our mountainous state. Why they allow any 
wagons at all, instead of trudging on foot, as did their 
fathers in the colonial days, is not clear. Another 
religious body abstains from the use of buttons on 
men’s Coats, but allows of hooks and eyes, for which 
no scriptural precedent can be alleged. If there be 
anything certain about the dress of the patriarchs and 
the apostles, it is that they knew no more of hooks 
and eyes than they knew of buttons, but managed to 
keep their clothes in place without either. 

These pieces of discipline stand for an attempt to 
reduce to rules a principle of Christian living. Buta 
principle cannot be shaped into rules without losing 
all or much of its worth in the process. Peter wanted 
the principle of forgiveness reduced to a rule when he 
suggested that seven times were about enough to for- 
give a brother who had offended him, but who asked 
for forgiveness. If our Lord had complied with his 
wish in that instance, and had laid down some other 
rules of the same sort, the Gospels would have been 
much more satisfactory to minds of a mechanical 
type. But his ‘‘seventy times seven’ shows that 
he had no purpose to eclipse principle by enunciating 
rules. It was one of the points at which he differed 
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by the width of the sky from the Pharisees, who had 
made the law itself ot none effect through their clever 
distinctions and their rules of action. 

Yet there is a principle at stake in the matter of our 
making life an affair of artificial wants and their sup- 
ply. It is that we must avoid such a devotion to 
things and the gratifications they bring us as to allow 
them to burden life for us, and to quench the love of 
God and our fellow-men. It is a good thing even to 
do without many things which are harmless enough in 
themselves, but which cause, more trouble than they 
are worth,’’ either in getting them or in taking care 
of them. It is well to learn with the apostle ‘‘ both 
to abound and to be in want.’’ He learned the first in 
his ycwih as the son of a wealthy Hebrew man of 
business ; he learned the second when his father cut 
him off because of his becoming a Christian. He 
makes nothing of this second experience , it was not 
worth mentioning in the list of the things he had en- 
dured for Christ. It is such omissions that prove his 
worth asa man. He did recall that he had labored 
‘¢in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness," but never that he had lain hard and eaten 
coarse fare instead of the ease and abundance he had 
had in Tarsus. He could with a clear conscience bid 
Timothy ‘‘ Suffer hardship with me as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ."’ 

It is, however, especially our mental attitude to- 
wards comforts and luxuries which is of the first im- 
portance. James Martineau says that the coarse 
gluttony of ruder times, when men gave little thought 
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to such things, but gorged themselves to-day and 
fasted to-morrow, was less harmful than the refined 
epicurism of later times, which employs intellectual 
power, given for nobler uses, in planning and pro- 
viding for our material tastes. It is just this ‘‘ taking 
thought’’ which our Lord so expressly forbids. It is 
taking up our minds with the cares of providing for 
our bodies, planning about them beforehand, and 
dwelling upon them in recolfection and delight, that 
marks us as not of the mind of Christ. We may be 
sure that he enjoyed the food he ate and was refreshed 
by the water he drank, and that he rested with thank- 
fulness and pleasure after his labors. But these 
things were not ‘‘on his mind,’’ Theydid not make 
up even a corner of life for him. -His Father's will 
and the doing of it were matters too great to leave him 
much time for lower concerns. He seems to have 
forgotten all about the food the disciples went to buy 
for his hunger and theirs as.he sat and talked with the 
woman of Samaria. ‘‘I have meat to eat that ye 
know not,’’ he said. 

So the part of wisdom is to be on our guard against 
the growth of the power. of things over our lives and 
our thoughts. We should practise a wise jealousy of 
them, and attain a measure of indifference to them. 
We should find worthier subjects about which to 
‘*take thought.’’ We should simplify life, and make 
more room for serving God, by keeping down the 
number of the things we allow ourselves to think 
necessary, and thus have from our labors more means 
to aid others and to advance his kingdom. 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 
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What About Judicial Swearing ? 


Is it always wrong to invoke the name of God, 
in the taking of a solemn oath, when one would give 
added assurance of the importance or the truthfulness 
of one’s words? This question was discussed by 
Sunday-school workers throughout the world a few 
months ago, when Matthew 5 : 34 (‘‘ but I say unto 
you, Swear not at all'’) was part of one of the Inter- 
national Lessons. A business man in Missouri asks 
that it be considered again, in the editorial department: 


We have just had an interesting discussion, in our Sunday- 
school teachers’ -meeting, on the subject of judicial swearing. 
‘This subject was touched on by several of your contributors in 
their comments on the lesson in your issue of February 24. I 
have been a reader of your paper for more than twenty years, 
and may I not ask that this subject be discussed more fully in 
your columns at some future time? 


If Jesus’ words as to swearing were meant to estab- 
lish a rude, rather than to define and illustrate a prin- 
ciple, then that passage in Matthew differs from every 
other passage in the New Testament and the Old. 
For the Bible is not a book of rules, but of prin- 
ciples. Jesus stated the principles upon which every 
God-fearing life must be based, and in accordance 
with which it must be conducted, and he did this by 
using phrases that may, in many instances, be read 
as rules. Yet so to read his words is to misunder- 
stand and misinterpret the very principles that he 
tried to make clear. No man can live true to Christ's 
principles who misreads them as rules. 

In his words on swearing, Jesus was evidently re- 
buking the common Oriental practise of interlarding 
one’s ordinary conversation with a profuse variety of 
oaths,—not blasphemy or ‘‘cuss words,’’ but the 
calling upon this, that, or the other thing in heaven 
or earth to witness to one’s veracity. Jesus cites some 
of those very ‘‘slang’’ phrases of the Jewish talk of 
his day, when he shows the absurdity or the wrong of 
swearing by heaven, or earth, or Jerusalem, or one’s 
head. Straightforward, honest, truthful speech, un- 
adorned and unfortified by anything but the simple 
truth, is the best kind of speech, he says. The 
taking of an oath in a court of justice would seem to 
be a matter entirely distinct from the subject that 
Jesus was discussing, and’ therefore not necessarily 
barred by the principle that he explained. Yet even 
here one has a perfect right to interpret Christ's words 
as excluding, on principle, the oath under any cir- 
cumstances, and many so interpret them. The 
courts recognize this by not insisting upon the taking 
of an oath, permitting instead the simple pledge of 
truthfulness, ‘‘1 affirm.'’ Dr. Alexander McLaren 
has written very suggestively as to this: ‘‘ The use 
of oaths... betrays a sense that plain speech is 
not sufficiently credible, and tends to make it so. If 
a man thinks that his word is less than his oath, he 
will think that his false word is less criminal than his 
false oath, and so the habit of making two classes of 


obligation to speak the truth will sap the very founda- 
tions of veracity and make mutual confidence impos- 
sible. . . . While the present writer would not lay 
down rules for others, he is free to express his own 
conviction that he follows Christ's teaching: most 
closely and safely who carries no more than ‘ Yea, 
yea ; nay, nay,’ even into the witness box.’’ 


<x 
An Imaginary Sabbath Dilemma 


The seeming choice between loyalty to one’s 
principles, and loneliness and estrangement among 
one’s fellows, is a severe test to be put upon any 
socially-inclined young person. How shall one meet 
such a test? A Sunday-school teacher is faced with 
the duty of advising a former member of her class 
who is placed in this difficult situation. She forwards 
his letter to The Sunday School Times and hopes 
that it will be considered in this department. The 
letter from the young man puts the case frankly to 
his teacher in this way : 


I want to ask for some advice about a few things that have 
been troubling me for some time. First, there are very few 
church people here, and if I wish to have any friends at all I 
must associate with the outsiders, I cannot do without friends 
when separated from home by a gap of over two thousand 
miles. The majority of the population are Germans, who do 
not observe the Sabbath as we do at home. hig | argue that 
when they work six days in the week God wants them to have 
pleasure and recreation on Sunday, and they go to dances on 
Sunday. They see no harm in playing cards, fishing, or hunt- 
ing on the Sabbath, and they say they feel they have done no 
wrong at all after an outing of this kind. I have made some 
dear friends among them. If I do not indulge in some of 
their Sunday amusements they will dislike me, and if I in- 
sist, they say I am narrow-minded. 

I can see no harm in'some of their amusements,—and even 
the church people enter into some with a clear conscience ; 
but I was always taught to observe the Sabbath in a different 
way. If I don't go with them I am left to sit at home alone, 
as most of them are engaged in some kind of business and will 
not go at any other time. Now what on earth is a boy to do? 
I would not be friendless in my present surroundings. Our 
Sunday-school superintendent has gone away, and they have 
elected me to do the work, so I am trying to hold the small 
school of fifteen or twenty together. If you can give me any 
light to help me in my Sabbath dilemma, I will certainly be 
thankful to you. 


No man ever won the friendship of others by let- 
ting down in his own principles as a concession to 
them. He may have won their friendship in spite of 
such a lowering of his standards, but never because of 
it. If he wins their esteem at all it is because of 
some other trait or characteristic than that of disloy- 
alty to his best,—for confessed disloyalty never at- 
tracts any one. Therefore the first thing that this 
young man needs to realize is that the dilemma that 
he thinks he is: in does not exist, but is of his own 
imagining. The best way to make friends is to be a 
friend ; and he can be a friend to his Sabbath-ignor- 
ing neighbors better by remaining steadfast in loyalty 
to his own Christian training and belief than by 
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weakly following their example. And it is far more 
important that he should be chiefly concerned over 
how to be a friend than how to get friends. When 
he has proved himself really a friend to others, on the 
highest plane, he will not lack for friendly acquaint- 
ances. Does he realize that perhaps Goa has brought 
him to that community, and given him the moral 
support and ‘encouragement of his recent Sunday- 
school election, for the sole purpose of raising the 
standard of Sabbath-observance among those people ? 
Bigger changes than that have been brought about by 
individuals who dared to stand out for a God-ordained 
principle single-handed. The odds aré all in favor 
of one who is thus single-handed, —if God is his sin- 


gle hand. 
x 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 


MATHEMATICAL.—I have seen somewhere an arithmetic 
question connected with Bible facts which required the scholar 
to add, subtract, multiply, divide, etc., and at the same time 
required a knowledge of a good many facts connected with 
the Bible. Is there any place where these problems can be 
found? How are they made ?—U. L. 


I know of no place where such questions can be found. 
They are oftentimes. used in review, and work well for a 





time. They are usually gotten up by the superintendent 
or teacher. Anybody can get them up by the cut-and-dry 
rule. It is a good idea to work to a definite answer, and 


have that answer somewhat significant. For instance, end 
such an example with some such statement as this, ‘‘ The 
answer, when secured, will be the number we are hoping 
to have present on qur Rally Day.”’ 

Below we give a characteristic example of this kind 
which was issued by the Fourth Congregational Sunday- 
school in Hartford, Connecticut. There is nothing indi- 
cated in this particular one as to what the answer really 
signifies, so that it becomes simply a mechanical propo- 
sition, which cannot be correctly answered without some 
knowledge of Bible facts : 

‘*To the number of books in the Bible add the number 
of disciples Christ had, subtract the number of books in 
the New Testament, add the age of Joash when he became 
king, add the number of spies sent to Canaan, divide by 
the number of Egyptian plagues, multiply by the number 
of loaves used in feeding the five thousand, add the num- 
ber of times the Israelites marched around Jericho, add the 
number of sons Jacob had, divide by the number of men 
cast into the fiery furnace, add the number of days Christ 
was on earth after his resurrection, add the number of 
years Solomon was king, add the number of pieces of sil- 
ver Joseph’s brothers received when he was sold“ into 
Egypt, subtract the age of Moses when he died, add the 
number of foxes Samson sent into the fields of the Philis- 
tines, add the age of Methuselah when he died, subtract 
the number of books in the Old Testament, subtract the 
number of pieces of silver that Judas received for betraying 
Christ, add the number of men Gideon finally selected.’’ 





DISCIPLINE.—Where does the Sunday-school superintend- 
ent come in in the matter of discipline? If he sees things go- 
ing wrong in a class of boys, fighting one another, etc., reading 
a paper, or something of that nature, not once, but regu- 
larly, should he expect the teacher to care for her own, or 
should he speak to the ones at fault, and should it be when the 
act is being committed or afterward? We have three or four 
boys of this kind in our school. Do you believe that they 
should be allowed to spoil the good that might be done to a 
dozen or more ?—B. S. B. 

The superintendent is the executive head of the school. 
It is his business to superintend. In the matter of dis- 
cipline, he is in charge of the school, and is responsible for 
the order at all times, but especially during the opening 
and closing exercises. During the teaching period, the 
teacher is responsible for disciplining the class. But if the 
teacher fails to secure it for any reason whatever, the 
superintendent has a right to step in and do what is, in his 
judgment, the wisest thing to do under the circumstances. 
It is not always easy to know what is best. 

I would not reprove a boy in public, except as a last 
resort, but I would do it if necessary. The best way I 
know of is to take those boys, one at a time, and in a kind 
but plain way tell: them what your grievance is, and that 
you want them to help you maintain the discipline of the 
school. Make it plain to them that it must be done, and 
that it-¢annot be done without their co-operation. Also 
make it plain that if they are not willing to co-operate, 
they ought not to attend the school. This, of comrse, is 
the last resort. I would not expel a scholar from the 
school until I had tried every way in my power to avoid it. 

Sometimes separating the boys, putting them in different 
classes, or giving them another teacher, produces the de- 
sired result. One thing is certain: no boy, or number of 
boys, can be allowed to disregard the rules of discipline in 
a school if you expect the, school to amount to anything. 
I would not be stormy nor drastic in my orders, but I 
would have order. Sometimes a good thing to do is sim- 
ply to stop in your general exercises and wait. The offend- 
ers will soon understand, and if your eyes are turned their 
way, the eyes of the school will soon be upon them. This 
is sometimes the worst punishment you can give them. 
The best thing, of course, to be done is to win those boys, 
and usually there is a way to do it, but it is not by allow- 
ing them their own way and disregarding all rules of 
etiquette and decorum. 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 16 
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Archeology’s Solution of Old Testa- 





ment Puzzles 


By the Rev. John Urquhart 











E COME now to the opening books 
of the Bible. Upon the age and 
the historical character of the 
Pentateuch, German and other 
criticism has concentrated its 
powers of analysis. The result 
has been an elaborate scheme, by 
which the books of Moses have 
been separated into sections, 
sometimes long, sometimes so 
brief as to consist of one or two 

‘ words, and at times of only one 

word. These are said to have been drawn from the 

works of, or to have been inserted by, certain writers 
or schools of writers, often separated from each other 
by long intervais of time. 

The one broad conclusion whach has been im- 
pressed upon the public mind by those elaborate 
works is that the books were in no sense the work 
of Moses; that little or nothing of them existed in 
his time; and that the great body of the laws and 
of the history came into existence only in the fifth 
or fourth century B.C. The representation in a word 
is, that this alleged history is not, history ; and that it 
is at best a very late composition of dressed-up myths, 
legends, and traditions, with amplifications and ad- 
ditions which reveal the tendencies and the character 
of the writers’ times, but which are of little other 
value. 

That is the account which is at present widely 
accepted. The frequent formula, ‘‘The Lord said 
unto Moses’’ (we are informed in a work intended for 
popular use) ‘‘is mainly the attribution to Jehovah of 
every law and regulation, every plan and purpose of 
ruler and teacher, every appeal, threat, and promise 
of reformer and prophet, that has imposed its author- 
ity so long. ... It is generally admitted now that what 
are called the books of Moses were largely made up 
after Moses’ day, chiefly about the time of the restora- 
tion from Babylonian exile,’’ etc. 

As a party to this discussion, Oriental discovery has 
the highest claims to be heard. It has brought back 
the times, and in some cases the very persongges, of 
which the books of Moses speak. It has enabled us 
to see the countries and the peoples as they then 
existed. We read inscriptions which were then being 
chiseled upon the walls of temples, palaces, and 
tombs, or upon pillars and statues. We mark the 
speech, the manners and customs of the living peoples. 
We march with their armies ; we encounter them in 
their streets:; we enter with them into their homes ; 
we become their guests ; we breathe with them the 
atmosphere of the place and of the time. Surely 
then, when questions arise as to what is or is not pos- 
sible to those times, as to what belongs to them or 
does not belong to them, we also have a voice in the 
discussion, and some part in the shaping of the con- 
clusion in which the discussion shall be summed up. 


Does the Pentateuch Belong 
to the Time of the Exodus ? 


There. is one most important fact that has 
emerged in the process of Egyptological discovery. 
The Pentateuch is distinguished from the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible by the presence in it of a considerable 
number of undoubted Egyptian words. In addition to 
these we find also Egyptian names, which were given 
because they have certain significations, as in the case 
of Joseph and of the sons of Moses. In the opening 
books of the New Testament we have a parallel to this 
peculiarity of the opening beoks of the Old Testament. 
Hebrew words are transferred into Greek in the Gos- 
pels ; but, in this latter case, the Hebrew words are 
explained to the Greek readers of the Gospels. The 
reason is plain. Those Greek readers for whom the 
Gospels were first written were not supposed to be, 
and in the great majority of cases, could not have 
been, acquainted with Hebrew. But in the Pentateuch 
such explanations are entirely wanting, and almost all 
of them had to be waited for until Oriental research 
made them once more intelligible. Why was the New 
Testament plan not adopted in the Old Testament ? 

The reason of the difference must plainly be 


Editor’s Note.—This article is the fifth in the noteworthy 
series’ comprising the ‘‘Gunning Prize Essay’ of the Vic- 
toria Institute of Great Britain. 








found in the attainments of those intc whose hands 
the Pentateuch was first placed, and for whose use it 
was first of all intended. These must have known 
Egyptian as well as Hebrew ; and the Egyptian words 
and names were not explained in Hebrew for the 
good and sufficient reason that there was no call for 
any explanation. There is no other way of account- 
ing for the presence of these words in the Bible, and, 
above all, for their not being interpreted even in a 
single instance. The readers for whose use the Pent- 
ateuch was first of all written were an Egyptian-speak- 
ing, as well as a Hebrew-speaking, people. The 
bearing of that fact upon present discussions is not 
merely important ; I venture to say it is also momen- 
tous. For it means that the Pentateuch belongs to 
the times of the Exodus. In other words, it must 
have been written for a Hebrew people who had so- 
journed in Egypt. 

The discoveries touch also upon the suppositions on 
which the scheme of division and the dating of the 
alleged documents rest. It was taken for granted that 
the time of Moses was too early for exact history. 
Little, if anything at all, it ‘was said, was then com- 
mitted to writing. A nation’s history, such as it was, 
was handed down by oral tradition, and by ballads 
which had been inspired by local or national events. 
That notion, however, has now to be discarded, There 
was exact history in the time of Moses. And not only 
so. For long ages previously monarchs had been re- 
lating their achievements and making and recording 
treaties ; merchants had been writing out, signing, 
and preserving contracts ; priests had been registering 
astronomical phenomena, and had been reading and 
copying books on religious ritual and on various 
sciences. 


Ancient Egypt’s Reverence for Literature 


It has to be observed also that these statements 
are not founded upon: mere inference. The docu- 
ments referred to have been recovered, and are now 
available as proof that history was possible in the 
age of Moses. They show that history was actually 
being written in that very time, and that the art had 
been in use for centuries. They show further that 
there is nothing in Pentateuchal history which could 
not have been set down by ready pens in the days of 
the Exodus, Egypt, like all the East, had cultivated 
learning for long ages. ‘*When,’’ says Erman, ‘‘the 
wise Danuuf, the son of Chert’e, voyaged up the Nile 
with his son Pepy, to introduce him into the ‘court 
school of books,’ he admonished him thus : Give thy 
heart to learning and love her like a mother, for there 
is nothing that is so precious as learning.” When- 
ever or wherever we come upon Egyptian literature, 
we find the same enthusiastic reverence for learning.’’ 

In the eighteenth dynasty, the time of Moses, this 
earnest pursuit of literature was in full career. It was 
an age of writing and of books. From what we now 
know, it would have been an almost fatal objection to 
any account of the work of Moses had there been no 
writing and no books in connection with a movement 
of such vast historic importance. It would have been 
urged, and urged with irresistible force, that the ab- 
sence of literature and the presence of other marks of 
a rude and illiterate time showed that the mission of 
Moses could not possibly belong to the place and to 
the age with which it is said to have been associated, 
and that above all it could have had no such connec- 
tion as it is said to have had with the Egypt of the 
eighteenth dynasty. 

A second assumption was that the time of Moses was 
much too early for so elaborate a body of laws as is 
contained in the Pentateuch. With the then current 
notions as to the state of eastern society in 1600 B.C. 
—notions which were due to the dense ignorance of 
those times which prevailed previously to the middle 
of last century—this conclusion was natural. Asa mat- 
ter of fact, we may, indeed, go further. Notwithstand- 
ing what was already known of the literary character of 
antiquity, the idea that there was no law book in 
ancient Babylonia, for instance, was clung to tenaci- 
ously. On the very eve of the discovery of the Laws 
of Hammurabi, Dr. Pinches, one of the princes of 
archeology, wrote : ‘‘It may be noted that the ancient 
Babylonians had to all appearance no code of laws in 
the true sense of the term.’’ All that they were sup- 
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posed to have had were ‘‘customs and precedents," 
the only legal equipment, it was said, in the age of . 
Moses and in Israel for centuries afterwards. 

All this now belongs to the past. A glance at the full 
and able translation of the Laws of Hammurabi sup- 
plied by Dr. Pinches in his appendix to the book from 
which I have just quoted, dissipates the notion that the 
age of Moses was too early for a regularly codified body 
of laws. Here, five hundred years earlier, we have an 
equally elaborate law-book, dealing with agriculture, 
commerce, social rel-tions, evidence, etc., and oc- 
casionally presenting suggestive parallels to the Laws 
of Moses, 


Why Israel Needed Its Own Code of Laws 


And this important discovery takes us still further. 
It shows not only that the Mosaic law was possi- 
ble ; it also indicates why it was given at that time 
and by the hands of Moses. Canaan seems to have 
been under the Hammurabi code. Egypt we know 
from ancient testimony had also a written body of 
laws. Now, if the Israelites were to form a separate 
nationality, —a people sundered from every other, both 
by belief and by life,—by what was their national, 
social, and individual life to be regulated? If they 
had retained the Egyption law, or adopted the Ham- 
murabi code, they would have lived in the same man- 
ner, and have continued on the same level, as the 
nation from which they had just separated or as the 
peoples into whose midst they were now to pass. It 
was an absolute necessity, therefore, that Israel should 
have its own code of laws. Otherwise the whole in- 
tent of the Exodus Would have been frustrated from 
the outset. 

Other facts have deepened the impression of the 
historical character of the Pentateuch. The cere- 
monial laws, said to have been given at Sinai, have a 
distinctly Egyptian character. The circumstances 
stated in the history enable us to understand why that 
should beso. The Israelites had just come forth from 
Egypt after a sojourn in it of more than two centuries 
duration. They had become habituated to Egyptian 
customs and ideas; and it was, consequently, un- 
avoidable that, in providing them with an elaborate 
religious ceremonial, Egyptian customs should be to 
some extent reflected in the new religion. In other 
words, the Israelites had to be legislated for as they 
then were. If, on- the other hand, present theories 
were correct, and these ceremonial laws had really 
been elaborated .in Babylon, their Babylonian char- 
acter would have been equally marked. But, seeing 
that the Babylonian character is absent, and that the 
presence of the Egyptian is undeniable, two conclu- 
sions seem to be forced upon us. The Scripture ac- 
count of the origin of the Levitical Law is in accord 
with the facts ; and the critical account of its origin 
is encumbered with enormous difficulties. 


ee 
God Better than the Bible 


By the Rev. John Downie 


T IS possible to use the Word of God mistakenly 
as a charm, and not connect it with the living 
personality of God ; to have, for instance, in the 

memory a number of texts of Scripture, and use them 
as props in the day of trial, while they do not possess 
the living power that they have when we realize that 
it is God who speaks uato us through them. 

Miss Rachel C was early in life brought to a 
saving knowledge of Christ. All through her life she 
had a fixed purpose to cling to the Crucified. She 
had her dark hours as well as her bright ones. She 
not only read her Bible regularly, but committed 
many of its passages to memory. These, with some 
choice verses of hymns, she quoted to herself when 
days were dark and sorrow came across her path ; at 
length they were used without much thought. 

Then a severe illness attacked her, and for some 
unaccountable reason all her familiar texts left her. 
That it was no defect of memory she knew, because 
in all other things her memory was quite clear. She 
was in sore distress, and mentioned the matter to a 
clergyman friend of hers. At once it came to him 
that God was leading his servant up to higher things, 
and he said, ‘‘ You have been using your favorite texts 
as props in your day of trouble. God has taken them 
away that you may lean on the Great Being him- 
self, reconciled in Christ." And he quoted these 
words, ‘‘ Who is this that cometh up from the wilder- 
ness, leaning on her beloved?"’ At once all her dis- 
tress passed away, and she rejoiced, knowing that God 
was all to her in Christ Jesus, and that she could rest 
on himself through his promises. 

WATFORD, ONTARIO. 
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Suggestions Showing What Rally Day Can Do 








Making a Program that Will Live 


A well-ordered program will not soon be forgotten, 
while one thrown together without much thought as to fit- 
ness does not help the reputation of any school, A Cal- 
vary Baptist program, when it comes from the capital of 
the United States, is a model, because a Program Com- 
mittee is on the lookout for good ideas in program con- 
struction for a full year in advance of the occasion. This 
is why Superintendent Pierson H. Bristow is besieged for 
program helps from people all over North America. Wit- 
uess the originality of the following, used last September : 


Program 


‘* Praise Him with Organs,’’ Professor A. D. Mayo. 

‘* Enter into His Gates with Thanksgiving,’’ six departments. 
Hymn No. 37 (Hymnal), school. 

Invocation, the pastor. 

Responsive reading, led by the superintendent. 

Prayer, Mr. E. G. Mason. 

Hymn No. 520, school. 


What We Are Doing 
Kindergarten Department, Miss Elsie Barnes. Song, ‘I 
Love to Come to Sunday-school."’ babi 
Primary Department, John Wolf. Song, ‘‘ Ringing Joyous 
ells."’ 


Intermediate Department, Lynn Davenport, Florence 
Silsby, Louise Houser. Song, ‘‘Shine On, O 
Star of Hope."’ 

Junior Department, Robert Gotta. Song, 
“Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates."’ 

Adult Department, Miss Miriam Hammer. 

Home Department, Miss Mary Bond. 





Song, ‘‘The Lord Setteth His Standard,” 
school. 

Roll call. 

Offering. 

Hymn Ko. 21, school. 

‘* Key-note for the Year's Work,"’ the Pastor, 

Announcements. 

Closing hymn, No. 209, school. 

Benediction, 

Scripture responsive reading : 


Assembling 


Superintendent: And let us consider one 
another to provoke unto love and to good 
works. 

School: Not forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together, as the manner of some is. 

my per ig eee : One thing have I desired of 
the Lord, that will I seek after, 

School: That | may dwell in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the 
beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 

Superintendent: As the hart panteth after the 
water brooks, 

School: So panteth my soul after thee, O 
God. 

Superintendent: Praise waiteth for thee, O 
Lord, in Zion ; 

School: And unto thee shall the vow be paid. 

Superintendent ; How amiable are thy taber- 
nacles, O Lord of hosts. 

School: My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, 
for the courts of the Lord. 

Superintendent: The Lord loveth the gates 
of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

School: And of Zion it shall be said, This and 
that man was born in her. 

Superintendent: The Highest himself shall 
establish her ; 

School; The Lord shall count, when he 
writeth up th. people, that this man was born 
there. 

Praise 

Superintendent: And the ransomed of the 
Lord shal) return and come to Zion with songs 
and everlasting joy upon their heads ; 

School: They shall obtain jov and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee awity. 

Superintendent; My mouth shall praise thee 
with joyful lips ; 

School; Because thou hast heen my help, therefore in the 
shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 

Superintendent : Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye 
lands ; 

School; Sing forth the honor of his name ; make his praise 
glorious. 

Superintendent: QO come let us worship and bow down; 
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker ; 

School: For he is our God ; and we are the people of his 
pasture and the rpg | of his hand. 

Superintendent ; Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the 
earth ; 

School: With trampets and sound of cornet make a joyful 
noise before ine Lord the King. 

Faithfulness 

Superintendent: Entreat me not to leave thee, nor return 
from following after thee : 

School: For whither thou goest, I will go, and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge ; thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God ; 

Superiniendeat: Where thou diest will I die ; and there will 
I be buried. 

School: The Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought but 
death part thee and me. 

Superintendent : Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the 
land, that they may dwell with me ; 

School: He that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me. 

Superintendent: The Lord be a true and faithful witness 
between us. 


School: Whether it be good or whether it be evil, we will 
obey the voice of the Lord our God. 

Superintendent ; The faithful man shall abound with blessin 

School: He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful 
also in much. 

Superintendent: These things saith he that holdeth the 
seven stars in his right hand ; wno walketh in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks. 

School: Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life. 


Hymn (written for the occasion by Mr. P. H. Bristow). 
* 
Touch the Cradle-Roll Mothers 


It is a healthy sign of the times when the pastor and 
superintendent put their heads together to devise ways and 
means to make a vital connection between the Sunday- 
school and the home. That this is being done is evident 
from Rally Day printed matter constantly coming to the 
Times. The largest Sunday-school in Indiana has the 
largest Cradle Roll in the Methodist Church, and it owes 
much of its prosperity from getting very close to the home. 
This school is the First Methodist Episcopal of the city of 
Brazil. Its enrolment of 2,327 is made up of 1,624 in the 


school session, 325 in the Home Department, and 378 on 
Thus nearly four hundred homes are 


the Cradle Roll. 










OUR AIM: is 
Member present. 


invited: to attend. 





2.45 p.m. 


REALLY 


D. A. McDERMID, 
Supt. 


Don't Miss It! 


EPT. 24th is RALLY DAY at 
” DUNDAS CENTRE BIBLE 
SCHOOL, LONDON, ONT. 
to have every 
Make it YOUR 
AIM to be there if at all possible. 
Parents, Home Department Mem- 
bers and Cradle Rollers are cordially 


Let it be a “ Rousing Rally !” 
A splendid programme has been oe 
prepared, which begins promptly at 


You ns id to RALLY! 


Cc. E. COWLEY, 


A Missionary Program 


Missions must not be forgotten in this rallying season. 
When we talk about the offerings for Rally Day, of course 
we must not leave out the most important of all objects for 
offerings. Great strides have been taken in making Sun- 
day-schools missionary agencies, and hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars annually are contributed by Sunday-schools 
for the cause of missions. The Protestant Episcopal 
schools, for instance, gave in during Lent, 1905, $121,- 
138.18, through mite-box collections, and since 1878 the 
total Lenten offerings for this purpose amounted to $1,580, - 
215.17. To show what can be done to give a missionary 
tone to a Rally Day program, the following service, car- 
ried out in the First Baptist Church of Milford, New 
Hampshire, is herewith given : 


Rally Service 


‘* First of all we rally in the Saviour’s name, 
— is our Captain, evermore the same. 
ot for sake of numbers, not for great display, 
Are we called together on this Rally Day.”’ 


Call to assemble, instrumental. 
Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me. 


I will praise thee, O Lord m God, with my wholc heart, 
And I will glorify thy name for evermore. 


O bless our God, ye peoples, 

And make the voice of his praise to be heard ; 
Who holdeth our soul in life, 

And suffereth not our feet to be moved. 


Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks: 
Unto thee do we give thanks, 

For that thy name is near 

Thy wondrous works declare. 


Sing unto the Lord, bless his name ; 

’ Show forth his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, 
His marvelous works among all peoples. 


I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the 
peoples, 

And I will sing praises unto thee among the 
nations. 

For thy mercy is great among the heavens, 

And thy truth reaches unto the skies. 


Sing praises to God, sing praises : 

Sing praises unto our King, sing praises. 
For God is the King of all the earth ; 
Sing ye praises with understanding. 


The Lord is my strength and my shield ; 

My heart hath trusted in him, and I am helped: 
Therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth ; 

And with my song will I praise him. 

Save us, O Lord our God, 

And gather us from among the nations, 

To give thanks unto thy holy name, 

And to triumph in thy praise. 





**More about Jesus,’’ No. 157, school. 
** Wonderful Saviour,’’ No. 94, school. 
‘** Abide in Me,’’ No. 41, school. 

** Never Alone,'’ No. 92, school. 
‘*'The Inner Circle,’’ No. 4, school. 





Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, 
Therefore will I call upon him as long as I 


Give ear to my prayer, O God, 
And hide not thyself from my supplication. 


Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayer, 
And attend to the voice of my supplications. 


Hear my prayer, O Lord, give ear to my sup- 
plications : 

In thy faithfulness answer me, and in righteous- 

Sec’y ness. 








under the care of the pastor, the superintendent, and the 
superintendent of the Cradle Roll. At rallying time the 
mothers and their babies are summoned to the Sunday- 
school in the following manner: 


FIRST METHODIST SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
CRADLE ROLL DEPARTMENT 


Rally Day 
DEAR MOTHER: 


Jesus says, ‘‘ Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven."’ 

We rejoice that your dear baby that Jesus loves and calls 
his own is a member of the Sunday-school that we all love. It 
is our purpose to give a reception to mother and baby on Sun- 
day, November 8, at 2.15 o'clock, at which time we very sin- 
cerely and cordially invite you to come and bring baby, and 
enjoy the hour in our school. This is. the one day in the year 
that we try to have the entire school present. 

A place will be reserved for mothers and babies, and a beau- 
tiful Rally Day souvenir will be given to each one present. 

May the Christ that we love to serve and honor add his 
most precious blessing on mother and baby. In his name, 
won't you come ? 

W. E. CARPENTER, Sufi. 
NELLIE HUSHER, Supt. Cradle Roll. 
L. C. BENTLEY, Pastor. 


Prayer service. 
‘* Breathe on Me, Breath of God,"’ No. 49, 
chorus. 


With purpose of heart cleave unto God (Acts 11 : 23). 


‘In every work that he began in the service of the house of 
God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his 
God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered’’ (2 Chron. 
31: 2t). 


At that time, day by day, there came to David to help him 
until it was a great host, like the host of God. 
Of Zebulon, fifty thousand which could keep rank : they 
were not of the double heart. 
Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have 
transgressed. 
reate in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me. - 
Commit thy way unto the Lord. 
Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be 
afraid ; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song. 
Cleave unto the Lord your God. 
The Lord our God we will serve, and his voice will we 
obey. 
Turn oa aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord 
with all your heart. 
Teach me thy way, O Lord! I will walk in thy truth : 
unite my heart to fear thy name. 
Whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God per- 
fected : hereby know we that we are in him. 
This is love, that we walk after his commandments. 
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world : and 





2 OR A Sci 





LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 16 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


493 


For the Upbuilding of a Better Sunday-School 








a te obnlentm 


ste ieee ne 


this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith. 2 
Fear thou not : for I am with thee : be not dismayed : for I am 
thy God : I will strengthen thee. 
As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord 
is round about his people from henceforth even for ever. 
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the un- 
godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful. : 
But his delight is in the law of the Lord: and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a 
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his 
fruit in his season ; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 
Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
toward God. 
And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him because we 
keep his commandments, and do those things that are 
Lage | in his sight. 
Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do them, that 
ye may prosper in all ye do. et. 
Thanks be unto God, who always leadeth us in triumph in 
Christ, and maketh manifest through us the savor of his 
knowledge in every place. 


‘* The Glory Song,’’ chorus. 
* Offering for our orphanage in Alaska. 
‘When the Roll is Called Up Yonder,"’ No. 180. 
Roll call by classes, associate superintendent. 
‘*Oh, what a change !"’ chorus. 
“The Little Pink-toe Brigade.”’ 
Singing, ‘‘One Day in Seven,” 
primaries. : 
** Do Our Best,’’ primaries. 
‘« The Spirit of Our Home Depart- 
ment."’ 
Singing, chorus, 
Conference of members. 
A thought from Teachers. 
Just a word from scholars. 
Pray the Lord of the harvest. 
What can -I do that I will do. 
What does this hour mean to me? 
From this day forth 
‘Saving Grace,’ No. 140, chorus, 


phia. 
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in his school, as does this letter from one of the leading 
Sunday-schools in a state celebrated for good, progressive 
schools : 


DEAR TEACHER: 

After several weeks of lessons from the desk, we will 
resume the regular work in all our departments on Sunday 
next. I find that the largest leak from our school comes from 
a failure to look up absentees. A letter to such who may be 
members of your class would be good, but a visit would be 
better. We want to make the day one of ingathering, prepa- 
ratory to our Autumnal Reunion, which will be October 8. 

As a school, we are particularly well favored. We have a 
large force of efficient teachers, are organized with teacher’ - 
training classes, class for the next Sunday's lesson, and also 
with outside mission work. Our music is under care of the 
most efficient of directors, and our rooms and general equip- 
ment equal to any. 

We want to vigorously press the work, and I look forward 
to the coming year as our brightest and best. . 

Please extend the invitation to join with us, and be mindful 
that none are too old for our school. Suggest to such as can- 
not attend our regular sessions that they join our Home De- 

artment, and be with us in the study of the International 

ssons. 

Can you not induce your class to use the Bible more, and 
the quarterly (which can be used to advantage in home study) 
less? Urge attendance at our church, and particularly on 
Sunday mornings. 

On postal codlaced please make practical suggestions for the 


Inviting the Primary Children 


It is not often the case that the primary children have specially prepared invitations for 
themselves, as the same printed invitation is usually sent to old and young alike, but there are 
One of them is the practise in Bethany Presbyterian Church of Philadel- 
Miss Annie S. Harlow, the widely-known primary worker, is the superintendent of Beth- 
any’s junior department, and she doesn’t forget one of the hundreds of little ones even when 
she goes to the White Mountains for a little rest. 
approached, she sent a postal card containing this attractive: illustration and message, and it 
? must have helped to bring out a full attendance of children : 


Last year, as the time for Rally Day 


betterment of our school, as we want to make ours the best in 
New gommer 

Our work is the greatest in which a Christian can engage, 
and how far-reaching our efforts may be Eternity alone can 
tell. So let us follow more fully in the footsteps of the Great 
Teacher, and study to show ourselves approved unto God, 
workmen that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. 

Your friend and fellow worker, 


HORACE G. SHAW. 
Superintendent's Home 


CENTENARY SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


Newark, New Jersey 
September 11, 1905. 


A Military Summons 


Numbers of Sunday-schools make use of a military form 
of invitation to Rally Day services, and the novelty of such 
a letter is a help towards filling the Sunday-school on that 
day. Colonel George Thornburgh of Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, is superintendent of the Winfield Methodist School, 
one of the largest in the state. On the date mentioned 
in the call below, the school had an enrolment of 832,— 
225 being in the Home Department, and 87 on the Cradle 
Roll. The Colonel’s call to service reads this way : 


THE CHRISTIAN ARMY 


SOUTHERN METHODIST DiviSION 
WINFIELD REGIMENT 


(Regimental Orders, No. 1904.) 


COLONEL’S HEADQUARTERS, 
LITTLE ROQK, ARK., Sept. 27, 1904. 

1. The entire regiment will assem- 
ble for rally and inspection Sunday, 
October 9, at 9.30, at regimental 
headquarters. Each captain will be 
held responsible for the appearance 





Dismission, pastor. : 
‘* Every one has been sent into the 


Seprempert'e (90S 


world with a work to do, and with 
means for doing it. * He who does Ture RVace a 
not see his work probably has not &M. 


taken the pains to discover it. He 
who morosely complains of his 
scanty opportunities might be sur- 
prised to hear that his own negli- 
gence has made them scantier. We 
can’t see with our eyes shut.’’— 
Bishop Thorold. 


Do’s and Don’ts to Be 
Observed 


If you must go outside for speak- 
ers for the Rally service get the 
governor, mayor, township officer, ve 
or a prominent citizen to speak for ne 
five minutes, but don’t let the ser- 
vice be killed by long-winded set 
speeches. Give prominence in 
your decorations to your national 
flag, have six or eight hymns, and 
have them sung with vim. This is 
no time for long-drawn-out hymns 
about death, but it is the time for 
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of his own company. 

2. Captains will convey these or- 
ders in person to every member of 
their respective companies. 

3. Each captain will appoint two 
or more corporals, and assign to 
each corporal one laggard to bring 
in. Corporals must bring in those 
assigned to them. 

4- Every soldier who is any account 
is hereby appointed a recruiting offi- 
cer to enlist new soldiers. A token 
will be given the one bringing in the 
largest number of recruits on Rally 
Day. 
5. As this will be regimental in- 
spection, every soldier is urged to 
invite and to bring as many visitors 
as possible. 

6. No dangerous guns will be al- 
lowed, but each soldier must bear 
side arms. 

7. General T. Y. Ramsey will re- 
view the regiment. 

8. Lieutenant-Colonels J. B. Dick- 
inson and Charles E. Diehl will see 
that the captains have due notice of 
this order, and that the parade is a 
success. . 

9. The Home Department divi- 








lively ones about the good of liv- 
ing. Make it a happy occasion— 
one that shall never be forgotten. 
Some schools have promotion exer- 
cises, installation of officers, Har- 
vest Home, or other special day 
observance, in connection with 
Rally Day, but it is better not to 
combirie too many special features, 
and weary those you would inspire 
to effort in behalf of the school. 
Above all do riot neglect to have 
the Cradle Roll, the primary de- 
partment, the juniors, intermedi- 
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REV. CHAS. D. PULLA, Pastor. 


If You Like Telegrams 


If you guard well the form of your mailing envelopes, so that they shall not shock nervous 
people as too realistic, this form of invitation is a very effective method of getting people to 
Here is an ingenious form directed to the Editor of The Sunday School Times : 


io. 1. 
THE SOUTHERN METHODIST TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


600,000 memetns. 


20,000 SOCIETIES IN AMERICA, ‘ocs.c00 ss scnouney MISSIONARY SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD. 


160,000 Ce. Lcaaucas. 





This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only to those who do not belong wo some other Church. 
Errors can be guarded against by coming to the Sunday School House and having the message repeated to you. 
ye agg MESSAGE, and is delivered at the request of THE BRADDOCK STREET SUNDAY SCHOOL and EPWORTH 





W. B. SNIDER, Supt. MISS KATIE V. HADDOX, Primary Supt. 





ates, and the Home Department, 


DR. J. L. WHITLOCK, Pres. E. L. 


sion, under Major C. V. Scott, and 
the Cradle Roll division, under Ma- 
jor Eva Shoppach, will be assigned to 
places of prominence in the parade. 

10. ‘he Minnie Buzbee light hearts 
will don their brightest smiles and 
form the colonel's guard of honor. 

11. Quartermaster P. W. Snod- 

ass will arrange for the comfort of 

e regiment while on parade. 

12. The Regimental Band, under 
Mrs. Thornburgh, band major, will 
accompany the songs. 

13. Sergeant-Major G. E. Shelton 
will observe the movements of the 
troops, and be at both ends of the 
line at the same time. 

14. Major Glennie Miles will have 

















specially provided for on the pro- NOMBER «SENT BY RECEIVED BY CHECK ee entire charge of the regiment while 
shies” Chie Shel Gubasbinent the 4450 =; WOH | GRH { $750.00 by Thanksgiving Sunday 9.45 a. m. at drill. a ay Sage 
importance befitting it. And iid i Seal EORGE THORNBURGH, Colonel. 
finally, brethren, make everything October 8, 1906. ROBERT L. ‘TODD, Adjutant. 


go by schedule, and make every- 
thing bright, crisp, and brief—the 
greatest of these is brevity ! Dated New 


* To 





RECEIVED ar srapvvock st. m. E. CHURCH, SOUTH. 
Sunday-Sicno Ho 





Vinchester, Va. 











Rally Days in the Bible 


Appropriate passages from the 





SF 


How to Write a Good 


Rally Day Service Sunday Morning October 8th ten to twelve o'clock 


Bible help a Rally Day program, 
and there is no lack of material, 





Letter 


Good, brief, discerning letter- Senior Dept 


Junior Dept Primary Dept ~ 


Home Dept and Cradle Roll 


as has been shown ih C. R. Gear- 
hart’s article on ‘*A Rally Day 





writing is an art. Practise will 
help any superintendent to write a 


Interesting program 


Children's exercises 


Good singing 


Service from the Bible,’’ printed 


Rain or in The Sunday School Times of 





letter that will show up conditions 
Shine 


Come without fail 


Bring your friends 





* We asked Mr. Coe, when he spoke to 
us of his work a short time since, to let 
us support one of the scholars, and he 


August 30, 1902, Mr. Gearhart 
related the many instances of rally- 





ing times in Israel’s history and 
in vafieus stages of the Old Testa- 





gave us Julia Forceman. For this work 
we need fifty dollars each year, and you 
are invited to help us. 


ment narrative. A limited number 





of copies can be supplied by the 
Times at five cents each. 
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COMMON VERSION 


13 § And they send unto him certain of the 
Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch him 
in Ais words. 

14 And when they were come, they say unto 
him, Master, we know that thou art true, and 
carest for no man: for thou regardest not the 
person of men, but teachest the way of God in 
truth : Is it lawful to give tribute to Ceesar, or 
not? 

15 Shall we give, or shall we not give? But 
he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto them, 
Why tempt ye me? bring me a penny, that I 
may see é¢. 

16 And they brought #4. And he saith unto 
them, Whose is this image and superscrip- 
tion? And they said unto him, Ceesar's. 

17 And Jesus answering said unto them, 
Render to Ceesar the things that are Ceesar's, 
and to God the things that are God's. And 
they marvelled at him, 

18 | ‘Then come unto him the Sadducees, 
which say there is no resurrection ; and they 
asked him, saying, 

19 Master, Moses wrete unto us, If a man's 
brother die, and leave Ais wife dehind him, 
and leave no children, that his brother should 
take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 


Mark 12 : 13-27. 
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AMERICAN REVISION 
13 And they send unto him certain of the 
Pharisees and of the Herodians, that they 
might catch him in talk. 14 And when they 
were come, they say unto him, Teacher, we 


_know that thou art true. and. carest not for 


any one ; for thou regardest not the person of 
men, but of a truth teachest the way of God: 
Is it lawful to give tribute unto Cesar, or not ? 
15 Shall we give, or shall we not give? But 
he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto them, 
Why make ye trial of me? bring me a ! dena- 
rius, that I may see it. 16 And they brought 
it. And he saith unto them, Whose is this 
image and superscription? And they said 
unto him, Caesar's. 17 And Jesus said unto 
them Render unto Cesar the things that are 
Ceesar’s, and unto God the things that are 
God's. And they marvelled greatly at him. 
18 And there come unto him Sadducees, 
who say that there is no resurrection’ and 
they asked him, saying, 19 Teacher, Moses 
wrote unto us, ?If a man’s brother die, and 
leave a wife behind him, and leave no child, 
that his brother should take his wife, and raise 
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LESSON 12. SEPT. 16. JESUS SILENCES THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES 


(Read Matt. 11 : 12 to 12: 12; Luke 20: 20-40.) Memory verse: 27 
Golden. Text: Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.—Mark 12: 17 * 


COMMON VERSION 


20 Now there were seven brethren : and the 
first took a wife, and dying left no seed. 

at And the second took her, and died, 
neither left he any seed: and the third like- 
wise. 

22 And the seven had her, and left.no seed ; 
last of all the woman died also. 

23 In the resurrection therefore, when they 
shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? 
for the seven had Her to wife. 

24 And Jesus answering said unto them, Do 
ye not therefore err, because ye know not the 
scriptures, neither the power of God ? 

25 For when they shall rise from the dead, 
they neither marry, nor are given in marriage ; 
but are as the angels which are in heaven. 

26 And as touching the dead, that they rise : 
have ye not read in the book of Moses, how 
in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am 
the God of Abraham, and the Gog of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob ? 

27 He is not the God of the dead, but the 
God of the living : ye therefore do greatly err. 
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up seed unto his brother. 20 There were 
seven brethren : and the first took a wife, and 
dying left no seed ; 21 and the second took 
her, and died, leaving no seed behind him ; 
and the third likewise : 22 and the seven left 
no seed. Last of all the woman also died. 
23 In the resurrection whose wife shall she be 
of them ? for the seven had her to wife. 24 
Jesus said unto them, Is it not for this cause 
that ye err, that ye know not the scriptures, 
nor the power of God? 25 For when they 
shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage ; but are as angels 
in heaven. 26 But as touching the dead, that 
they are raised ; have ye not read in the book 
of Moses, in the place concerning the Bush, 
how God spake unto him, saying, #1 am the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the Goa ot Jacob. 27 He is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living: ye do greatly err. 


* Gotpen Text (Am. Rev.).—Render unto Caesar the things that are Czsar’s, and unto God the 


things that are God’s. 


1 See marginal note on ch. 6. 37. 


2 Dt. xxv. 5. 3% Ex, iii. 6. 


PronunciaT10n.—Pharisees, Far’i-sees ; Herodians, He-rd’di-ans ; Casar, Sé’zar ; Sadducees, Sad/- 


u-sees. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


N THE last day of his public teaching on earth 
Jesus was asked two catch - questions, one 
about this world and one about the next. And 

there is a sense in which we may put his answers to 
these two questions together, though the questions 
were asked by different sets of persons and really 
had nothing to with each other. Get ready for the 
next wort by doing your duty in this. If you 
would be prepared for tha resurrection, pay your 
debts promptly, There is nothing new in that teach- 
ing to one who has studied the Word of God. It 
runs througn the entire Bible. Let us see what oc- 
curred to bring it out at this time. 

As the hours of Christ's stay on earth grew less and 
less, events crowded thick and fast into his life. 
There had been a great public demonstration in his 
favor, as we learned last week, and at a time when 
Jerusalem was crowded, and when such a demon- 
stration would be known to thousands from all over 
the world. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
Christ s religious and political enemies, who had been 
rrowing more and more bitter against him, felt that the 
orce of this popular approval must be broken, nor is 
it strange that they déliberately plotted to expose 
him, as theythought. For a stimulating, broad view 
of that momenous day (Tuesday) in the last week of 
Christ's earthly life, a day of intellectual triumph to 
which, as Professor Riddle points out, ten chapters 
in the Gospels are given, read Dr. Dunning’s article 
throughout, It presents group after group of those 
who came before Jesus that day, and regan reene, 
masterly handling of every situation. ‘‘ The day of 
free self-declaration,”’ Professor Sanders calls it. 

The first of the two catch-questions was asked b 
two sets of men who, ordinarily opposed to eac 
other, sank their differences in their common enmity 
of Jesus; and the question was intended to face Jesus 
with a bad dilemma, from which he could not esca 
without injuring himself with one or another of the 
sowerful parties of the day. For light on who the 
ierodians were, and what the Pharisees ordinarily 
believed as to the payment of tribute money, see 
Professor Riddle’s fourth paragraph (on ‘‘ The Op- 
posing Parties”), and Dr. McLaren’s second para- 
graph. The *‘ dilemma” by which they thought they 
had caught Jesus is described in Dr. McLaren's third 
and fourth paragraphs, Dr. Dunning's fourth para- 
graph, and Br. Goss’ fourth paragraph. Mrs. How- 
ie’s first three paragraphs show the present-day 
Oriental attitude toward tribute-paying, and why 

esus’ counsel was and still is needed. 

Jesus’ answer to this question about the payment 
of tribute money was so revealing of rightousness 
and truth that, even though it went contrary to the 
current conventional Jewish idea, it could not give 
offense to the Jewish masses, while it certainly gave 
no ground for a political charge against him. The 
dilemma had vanished, as dilemmas always do when 
Christ is in charge. 

His teaching was unmistakable: we must, as 
God's children, recognize earthly obligations, and 
meet them promptly and fully, just as we do our 
obligations to God himself. And, as Mother Perkins 
wisely points cut, duty to God and duty to man 
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never interfere with each other. It is every man’s 
duty to have a gvod commercial credit, a te 
rating.” If all would maintain their credit’as did 
the honorable old Virginia planter of whom the third 
paragraph in The Tinetralion Round-Table tells, 
many a man would be better prepared for heaven. 
True Christianity always makes a man a good tax- 
payer, and his ‘‘charge account” worth all that he 
claims for it. Of course, those who know neither 
Christ nor God any better than did the Pharisees, 
‘* marvel greatly” at this. 

The second catth-question was from those who 
claimed to believe in God and the law of Moses, while 
opénly disbelieving ih atiy resurrection of the body 
from the dead. The Sadducees are described in Pro- 
fessor Riddle’s fourth paragraph and in his comment 
on verse 18. And they tried to make a laughing- 
stock of Jesus for defending the resurrection. Read 








The Young Folks’ Mystery Box 


The names of all pupils who have answered 
eight or more Mystery Box questions in each ‘of 
any eight weeks since June 17, 1906, and whose 
names are on the subscription list of The Sunday 
School Times, should now be reported to the 
Editor as entitled to a place on the Mystery Box 
Honor Roll which will be published in the Times 
after September 30. 


Send a postal to the Times asking for full instruc- 
tions how to make a lively and interesting feature of 
the ‘* Mystery Box’’ in home and school, or see the 
Times of June 2, 1906. 





Answers to all the questions asked here can be 
found in the lesson articles in this issue. Don’t 
overlook the little italic sentences in between articles. 


What kind of people always cut themselves ? 

What need truth never be afraid of? 

What kind of people are always anxious to sit 
down and argue about the right way? 

What three parables did Jesus tell just before this 
lesson ? 

In what part of Jerusalem did Jesus speak the 
words of this lesson ? 

How many chapters in the Gospels are given to 
the story of this one day in Jesus’-life ? 

.What did the Sadducees believe and deny? 

How much was a denarius worth ? 

What kind of marriage was called ‘‘levirate ’’? 

What do Arabs to-day believe about a resurrec- 
tion ? 

What does this lesson teach about owing God 
money ? 

What were the ‘‘little pictures’’ of which the 
old Scotch widow did nét know the value ? 

Quote Senator Hoar’s expression of his belief? 

What had the Sanhedrin determined to do with 
Jesus ? 

What kind of coins were sometimes made by 
Rome to humor Jewish prejudices ? 











Dr. McLaren's scathing words on the fools who per- 
vert or mut.late the truth that they try to make ab- 
surd, and his account of the way in which, before 
Christ, such ridicule falls dead (fifth and sixth para- 
graplis), Jesus showed that the law of Moses de- 
termining physical relationships and the perpetuating 
of a family had no bearing on heavenly existence, in 
which there are no deaths and presumably no births; 
and that the God in whom they professed to believe 
was, from the book which they professed to. believe, 
a God who spoke of those long dead as living. And, 
as Dr. McLaren's last two paragraphs point out, the 
argument for a life after oath is an argument for 
the resurrection of the body. 

There is one message of comfort that may well be 
brought out in this Toone, Many a loyal, loving 
husband or wife who is a disciple of Jesus Christ has 
been sorely troubled by supposing that Jesus’ word 
to the Sadducees says or implies that those who have 
‘lived an earthly lifetime of loving, sacred soul-rela- 
tionship as husband and wife are going to find that 
relationship obliterated, dissolved, in heaven, and are 
going to be nothing more to each other there than if 
they had been strangers on earth. There is nothing 
in the teaching here, nor anywhere in the Bible, to 
justify such an unreasonable, abhorrent thought. 
Tessis Says that marriages do not take place in heaven; 
and he says it here with special-and direct reference 
to a question that had to do with the propagating of 
afamily. He does mot say that those whose souls 
are married are to be unmarried and separated in 
heaven. Dr. McLaren’s eighth and ninth para- 
graphs, and Professor Riddle’s comment on verse 25, 
take up this question. 

But how few of those who listened to these marvel- 
ous teachings of the Son of God responded to them ! 
Had not Jesus reason to be discouraged? “No 
man,” says Dr. Dunning in the challenging close to 
his teaching this week, ‘‘ was ever in the midst of 
surroundings so powerful to persuade him to be a 
pessimist.... Why? Because he saw men as they 
were.” But wait: ‘‘ Yet no man was ever so sub- 
lime an optimist ashe was. Why? Because he saw 
men as they might be, would be, because he was 
what he was.” 

Think of what Jesus has done for men between that 
last week of his on earth and to-day. Think of what 
men, in his name and strength, have been permitted 
and enabled to do for Jesus. Have we any right 
ever to be discouraged ? 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue) 

** Catch ’’ is a term used in hunting (Riddle, on v. 13). 

The meaning and value of ‘‘ denarius ’’ (Riddle, on v. 15). 

The passages cited from Moses (Riddle, on vs. 19, 26). 

Present-day conviction among Arabs as to a resurrec- 
tion (Howie, 4, 5). 

The right way to ‘‘ regard not men ”’ (Goss, 2). 

Everybody is teaching others some ‘‘way’”’ of life. 
What ‘‘ way ”’ are you teaching ? (Goss, 3.) 

Like the poor woman who did not know the value of 
the ‘little pictures,’? we do not know the practical prec- 
iousness of the truths in the Bible (Illustrations, 4). 

The best lies ahead (Illustrations, last). 

** His was a leadershipin service and sacrifice ’’ (San- 
ders, 6). 

PHILADELPHIA. 











LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 16 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
How to Locate this Lesson 


N THE morning after the cleansing of the tem- 
ple, Jesus and his disciples went from Bethany 
to Jerusalem, and on the way saw the fig-tree 

withered away. From this a lesson was deduced 
(Mark 11 : 20-25), pertinent to the coming conflict 
with Judaism. While in the temple, the rulers chal- 
lenged the authority of Jesus, and were met bya 
counter-question respecting John the Baptist, their 
failure to answer proving their moral incompetence 
to challenge Jesus. Three parables against the 
rulers follow: The two sons (Matthew), the wicked 
husbandmen (all three Gospels), and the marriage of 
the king’s son (Matthew). The lesson follows. 

Place.—The temple enclosure, probably in one of 
the porches. ; 

Time.—On Tuesday of passion week, the 12th of 
Nisan, equivalent to April 4, year of Rome 783,— 
that is, A.D. 30. The — devote nearly ten 
chapters to the story of this day, on which ye om tri- 
umphed intellectually over all forms of Jewish 
attack. It was the last day of his public teaching. 

Opposing Parties.—The Pharisees and Hero- 
dians weré allies in this attack upon Jesus, but they 
were political opponents. The Pharisees, the strict- 
est religious sect of the Jews, were politically anti- 
Roman. Their expectation of a material kingdom 
naturally led to this ition. The Herodians, ac- 
cepting the rule of the members of the family of 
Herod, were the Roman party, distinctly political in 
their attitude. The Sadducees were the ‘‘liberal”’ 
party among the Jews. They were of the wealthy 
class, —— them of the priestly families. Accept- 
ing only the Pentateuch as authoritative, they de- 
nied the resurrection and doubted the supernatural 
in general. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 13.—And they send: Suggesting a deliber- 
ate plot, as stated in Matthew and Luke.—PAarisees 
... Herodians: See above.—Might catch him in 
talk : ** Catch,” aterm used in hunting. The pre- 
vious discourse had embittered the Pharisees. 

Verse 14.—TJeacher, we know that thou art true: 
This insidious address accords with Luke’s descrip- 
tion, ‘‘ spies, who feigned themselves to be’ right- 
eous.”—/s it lawful to give tribute unto Cesar, or 
not? A political question, with a religivus issue in 
the background. A categorical answer would be 
dangerous. The design, according to Luke, was 
‘‘todeliver him up to the rule and to the authority 
of the governor,”—that is, the Roman governor. 

Verse 15.—A denarius : The Roman name of the 
coin is given here, since the whole force of the col- 
loquy turns on the fact that it was a*Roman coin, 
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The American Revisers usually render it “ shilling” ; 
the English retain ‘‘ penny.” Its value was about 
one-sixth of a dollar. 

Verse 16.—/mage: The Romancoins were stampea 
with the head of the emperor. — Superscription: 
The legend on the coin gave his name and titles. 

Verse 17.— Render unto Cesar: The political 
truler.— Unto God the things that are God's: This 
distinguishes religious from political duty. It im- 
plies, when fully applied, separation of church and 
state. Failure to apply the principle is to-day the 
cause of trouble in several great nations.—Marvellcd 
greatly: The answer could not be gainsaid, and 
their plot was defeated. 

Verse 18.—Sadducees, who say that there is no 
resurrection: The flippant character of the attack 
shows that the Sadducees were cavillers rather than 
philosophers, worldly and wealthy, and neither earn- 
est nor wise. 

Verse 19.—Moses wrote unto us: From the Pen- 
tateuch, Deuteronomy 25:5, freely cited. Such a 
marriage is cailed ‘‘ levirate,” from the Latin /evir, 
‘* brother-in-law.” 

Verses 20-22.—The improbable fictitious case needs 
no explanation. 

Verse 24.—/s tt not for this cause that ye err: 
Peculiar to Mark. ‘‘ For this cause” does not point 
back (to their question), but forward to the next 
clause, ‘‘ ye err” because of this: ‘hat ye know not 
the scriptures, nor the power of God: They did not 
understand what God had said in the part of the 
Scriptures they accepted; they did not recognize 
what God could do. 

Verse 25—Netther marry : Spoken of men.—Nor 
are given in marriage: Spoken of women who are 

iven away by the father in marriage.—As angels 
in heaven: So the better attested reading. Angels 
do not marry. Compure the fuller statement of Luke 
20 : 35, 36, which asserts that there is no death in the 
future state, and implies that there will be no births; 
hence no marriage, for the physical relation was 
made prominent in the question of the Sadducees. 
This sect denied the existence of angels also (Acts 
ee 

Verse 26.—/n the book. of Moses: The Penta- 
teuch.—/m the place concerning ¢he Bush: Literally, 
‘“‘in the Bush,” —that is, that passage: Exodus 
3:6.—l/am, the God of Abraham: In covenant rela- 
tion still with these dead patriarchs. 

Verse 27.—He is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living : More exactly, ‘‘ Not God of dead [per- 
sons], but of, living (perepns) This is a proof of 
personal immortality, and, inferentially, of the resur- 
rection, The effect of the answer is mentioned by 
Matthew and Luke. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Folks who are anxious to find fault need not 
travel far. 
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Two Nets Vainly Spread 


By Alexander 


HE sanhedrin as a whole had determined on 
— death, but in the two puzzles laid before 
im in this lesson the two parties in it act se 
rately,—the Pharisees setting theit semi-political 
trap, the Sadducees their theological one. ‘ommon 
hatred makes strange bed-fellows. It brought Phari- 
sees, the fanatical upholders of nationalism, to rub 
shoulders with Herodians, the partisans of a foreign 
dynasty, in their eagerness to catch Jesus tripping. 
The Sadducees, on the other hand, were but tepid 
patriots, but keen enemies of the belief in a resurrec- 
tion. It would have been absurd for either party to 
have pretended much interest in the other party’s 
question, but as either question afforded a chance of 
damaging Jesus they joined forces in order to look 
like genuine seekers for Christ’s teaching on two 
important subjects. 
the Pharisees’ half-political trap.—Who precisely 
‘‘ Herodians ” were is uncertain, nor does it mueh 
matter. At all-events, they were Herod’s men some- 
how or other, and as such must have been violently 
op d to the Pharisees, and have ‘held decided 
opinions on the lawfulness of paying. tribute,—the 
reverse of those held by the most of the Pharisees, 
even though unacted on by them. Apparently both 
arties expected a negative answer from Jesus, for 
uke says that they wished to get words from him 
that might enable them to hand him over to Pilate— 
evidently as a rebel. There may have been also in 
their minds the possibility of his admitting the pay- 
ment to be lawful, and the calculation that such an 
auswer would shake his reputation among the excited 
paschal crowds. Matthew says that the deputation 
consisted ef ‘‘ disciples ” of the Pharisees, on whom, 
better than on the elders, would sit the character of 
‘* anxieus inquirers.” Luke calls them ‘‘ spies, who 


should feign themselves just men,’’—that is, pretend 


McLaren, D.D. 


to be scrupulous persons troubled in conscience about 
this tribute money difficulty. Mark suggests that 
same thought of a request for a solution of a practical 
pressing difficulty by the urgent form of his second 
uestion, ‘‘Shall we give, or shall we not give?” 
hat is ‘‘ their hypocrisy ” which Mark tells us that 
yea detected. ll three evangelists emphasize our 
rd’s detection of their falsehood, which Matthew 
calls ‘‘ wickedness ” and Luke ‘‘craftiness. It is be- 
trayed also in the nauseous flattery which they think, 
in their ignorance, will please Jesus. They thought 
that he ‘‘ was altogether such an one as themselves.” 
Either they were lying when they tried to beslobber 
him with praise, making him out to be the very per- 
fection of a teacher, or they were lying when they 
said that he was im league with Beelzebub. Why 
were they not his disciples if all this froth were their 
real minds? Did they ever ask themselves whether 
they, the teachers of fienak, were at all like the por- 
trait that they themselves drew ? 

Having thus baited tue hook, as they fancied, they 
proceed tocastit. ‘Is it lawful to give tribute unto 
Ceesar, or not?” Of course ‘‘lawful” here means in 
accordance with the Mosaic law, and the question is, 
practically, ‘‘Can we acknowledge Cesar without 
disowning Jehovah?” The first clause of Christ’s 
answer tears off their mask, and lets them see that 
Jesus knew that their purpose was not to get practi- 
cal guidance, but to ensnare him. Numismatists tell 
us that Rome so far humored Jewish prejudices as to 
 ermtaces coins without the emperor's head on them, 
or circulation in Palestine, and that one of the 
Herods tried to curry favor by putting it on his cur- 
rency. The production of the Sonetian with Cesar’s 
image and superscription answered the question 
raised, so far at least as concerned persons who had 
no conscientious scruples as to using such money for 
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ordinary purposes. They thereby admitted the fact 
of the Roman rule. The right to coin and the right 
to tax were inseparable. If the former were admitted, 
the latter could not be denied. So far our Lord was 
simply using a human argument, and pressing home 
the logic of facts; but he will not leave the question 
thus partially solved. 

We have already pointed out that the compatibility 
of paying tribute to Rome with paying his dues to 
God was the point in question, and by putting side 
by side the commands to do each Jesus lays down a 
principle for all times. The Jew objected to paying 
tribute because he thought that submission to Rome 
involved rebellion against God, and, conversely, that 
submission to God should involve rebellion against 
Rome. But Jesus commands obedience to both, and 
therein implies that there is no such alternative. It 
is possible to serve God and Cesar,—to give each his 
own. The relations between these two obligations 
are not laid down explicitly, but are implied in the 
juxtaposition of the two clauses. In the first place 
they are perfectly compatibie, and Christian lives 
can be lived even under a foreign tyrant. In the 
second place, rendering to Cesar his due is part of 
our rendering to God what is due to him, for ‘the 
powers that be are ordained of God,” even when that 

wer is wielded by a Tiberius (Rom. 13: 1-7). But, 
in the third place, the b rw sition of the two sug- 

ests the limitation of the former. If at anv time 

eesar’s commands oppose God's, rebellion against 
him is loyalty to God. If there are ‘‘things that be 
Ceesar’s,” and there are ‘‘ things that be God's,” and 
if Cesar stretches his hand beyond his territory he 
is to be resisted in the name of God. The sanctity 
and the limitations of civic obedience are laid down 
for all Christian times and states in these calm words. 

The Sadducees’ theological puzzle.—They were 
not in so murdercus earnest as the Pharisees. Which- 
ever way Jesus answered their tesque case, he 
could not come into collision with Rome. The worst 
that they expected to do was to discredit him with 


‘the people, however he answered. Their object was 


quite as much to make the doctrine of a resurrection 
ludicrous as to make Jesus unpopular. The picture 
of the newly-risen woman surrounded by her seven 
husbands urging equal claims would appeal to the 
risible faculties of the bystanders. Vulgar minds, 
be they educated or uneducated, are apt to think that 
to make an‘opinion look ridiculous is to confute it. 
The Sadducees’ mode of controversy has always been 
a favorite with sceptics. It ie level to the earproahan. 
sion of the most uninformed. Any fool can use it, 
especially if he perverts or mutilates the truth that 
he is trying to make look absurd, as these Sadducees 
did. The real resurrection would present no open- 
ing for such scenes as made the crowd laugh. 

, Ba deals with the question with that grave seri- 
ousness before which ridicule falls dead, and the 
listeners are awed into a like temper of serious con- 
sideration of serious subjects. He begins his rejoinder 
by calmly and authoritatively charging the scoffers 
with a double ignorance which had led them into 
error. They were ignorant of Scripture, which did 
affirm a resurrection; they were ignorant of the 
power of God, which could give a y so unlike the 
present that the gtotesque imaginings of the Saddu- 
cees’ puzzle could never happen. e deals with the 
latter point first. 

Luke’s report is more extended than Mark’s, and 
gives prominence to the thought that the resurrection 
which Jesus had in view was confized to ‘‘ those who 
were worthy to obtain” it. That thought is implied 
in Mark’s phrase, ‘‘ they shall rise from the dead,” 
but is in the background. What is taught with 
authority is that corporeity then will be unlike cer- 
oe pe now, in that it will be exempt from death; or, 
as Luke still more strongly states it, incapable of it. 
There being no death there will be no birth, nor any 
marriage in its physical aspect. Men were made ‘‘a 
little lower than the angels for the suffering of death,” 
but they will then be ‘‘as the angels.” We should 
note with what calm assurance of certitude our Lord 
here gives the most definite utterance that he ever 

ave as to the dim truths of the resurrection state. 

hat a galaxy of these is unveiled for a moment in 
his few words, so majestic in their simplicity and 
confidence! They teach that corporeity is the con- 
summation of eternal life; that that corporeity will 
be utterly unlike the body worn here; that the law 
of inunaiiy which rules over every living thing in 
this gross world will cease to have sway; that the 
physical aspects of marriage will drop away; that 
men will be the peers of angels, and that these too 
are clothed with a body which is like what we call 
‘*body ” only in that it is an instrument by which 
they are in contact with an external universe, and 
can express themselves. 

But many mourning hearts on earth need to beware 
of extending that revelation from Jesus beyond its 
bearing on the physical side of wediock. ‘‘ They 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage,” is spoken 
in regard to the flesh. It does zo¢ declare that souls 
knit together by sacreder ties and united in love of 
Jesus will be parted ‘‘in the resurrection,” or meet 
as strangers then. We dare-not travel beyond what 
Scripture declares, and we have to leave questions 
unanswered that we would fain have cleared; but 
we cannot go wrong if we remember that he com- 
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forted two weeping sisters with the assurance that 
their ‘‘ brother” would “ rise again at the last day,” 
-—surely as their brother, and to renew in heavenly 
form the old happy intercourse. And side by side 
with his words ohio put the other words in which 
Paul declared that he spoke “by the word of the 
Lord: Whether we wake or sleep, we... live to- 

ether [with one another, that is, and au together 
live] with him.” 

Jesus having demolished the ignorant assumption 
on which the Sadievens dilemma rested, goes on to 
cut up by the roots the ignorant denial that the resur- 
rection was taught in the law. The Sadducees had 
quoted Moses, and Jesus follows them to him. The 
sections of the law were distinguished by the names 
referring to their principal subjects, and that which 
Jesus quotes was known as ‘‘the Bush.” His quota- 
tion seems at first sight to have nothing to do with 
the doctrine of a resurrection. Is it a piece of rab- 
binical exegesis which forces meanings on passages 
such as no fair interpretation can find in them? It 
is to be kept clearly in view what our Lord does 
geowe by this quotation; namely, the continuance of 

ife beyond the grave. His argument is a very plain 

and strong one. It is that the relation between God 
and men which is established here is such that it 
cannot be conceived of as being broken by such an 
external and, so to speak, incidental, fact as death, 
The impossibility is demonstrable as regards both 
parties to that relation. It is impossible that God 
who has deigned to come so close to a man as to call 
himself 47s God, and to possess him and be possessed 
by him, should leave the man in the dust, a prey to 
corruption. Once God's, always God's. It is equally 
impossible that a man who has been able to look up 
to God and claim him for his very own, who has held 
communion with God here, should enjoy that com- 
munion for only the brief space of earthly life, and 
in the imperfect form in which it is experienced now. 
The fact of the religious life here is the best proof of 
the perfect life of saints in heaven. 

But all this is an argument for a life after death. 
How does it bear on the question of a resurrection ? 
It would not touch the position of any who believed 
in such existence, but held it to be that of unem- 
bodied spirits. But are there any such? Or were 
there ever any? A human spirit's life without a 
body is all but unthinkable, and such a conception of 
immortality is too nebulous and shadowy to maintain 
itself as a substantial portion of a man’s creed. Cor- 
geneity in eememtial tn the acmpletion vl tuman nature, 
and the belief in a resurrection is essential to any real 
belief in immortal life. 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
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There is always a tendency to use heavenly direc- 
tions as an excuse from earthly duties. 
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Nor?” (v. 14.) During the painful contro- 
versy in 1905 between the Sublime Porte, on 
the one hand, and the European powers on the other, 
touching foreign financial control in the Otteman 
rovince of Macedonia, Ali Ameer published in the 
Louden Times the Ottoman view of the matter. He 
said, in effect, that the collection and receipt of 
tribute are the symbol and proof of sovereignty. 
This, moreover, is the Oriental view to-day, and has 
been from time immemorial, and the Romans were 
not behind in affirming this view. 

What position would our Lord have occupied if he 
hd given a negative answer, plain and simple? 
Would he have enabled his enemies.to substantiate 
the false charges they made against him on the day 
of his trial and crucifixion, ‘‘ We found this fellow 
perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute 
to Cesar” ? (Luke 23 : 2). 

On the other hand, then, as now, there are those 
who think they ought not to pay tribute, and who use 
every means at their pape py to escape from paying 
their taxes; and many of the Jews believed that they 
had religious reasons for objecting to government 
dues, and those have their representatives to-day in 
Bible lands. Hence the apostolic counsel is as much 
in place now as then (Rom. 13: 7). 

‘“* AND THERE COME UNTO HIM SADDUCEES, WHO SAY 
THAT THERE IS NO RESURRECTION ” (v. 18). Some ex- 
tant pre-Islamic poetry shows that this opinion of 
the Sadducees existed in Arabia, and if it be re- 
membered that Arabia is next door to Judea, and 
that Jews and Arabs are kinsmen, and that the in- 
tercourse between the two nations was vigorous and 
easy before, as well as after, the advent of Christ, 
the similarity of views becomes explicable. But with 
the rise of Islam the faith of the Arabs (and of those 
who came under their influence) in the resurrection 
of the body became, and is still, firm and universal. 
In the Muhammadan cemetery in Sidon, seen from 
my window, are now two shaykhs reading the Quran 
ove: the grave of one lately buried. They began at 
sunrise and will continue till sunset, when all of the 
volume shall have been -read twice to help the de- 
ceased against the day of resurrection. 

Muhammadans object to the amputation of a limb, 
even under surgical advice, lest, in the resurrection, 
they appear maimed, and, judging from the rock-cut 
tombs in Phoenicia and the temple-tombs of Egypt, 
it would appear that Phoenicians and Egyptians did 
not hold Sadducean views of the resurrection. 


SIDON, SYRIA, 


‘ee 


The Illustration Round-Table 





One Who Went Out to Catch Others 


ee they send unto him Certain of the Phanisees 
and 2 the Herodians, that they might catch 
him in talk (v. 13). A young man, while a 
college student away from home, attended the prayer- 
meetings in a church near his boarding-house. His 
one object was to listen to the prayers offered by the 
good pee of his community, and criticise them. He 
would note all misused or mispronounced words and 
expressions, and then deride the people for using them. 
His thought of prayer was that it was words uttered 
by a person in the presence of others. But one night 
his eyes were opened as he listened to an old white- 
haired deacor pour out his very soul to his God. 
From that time on his views of prayer changed. He 
still listened to the words spoken, but believed that 
they were the expression of the soul to the Lord, and 
that the mere words did not always convey the exact 
thought of the supplicant. The more he thought of 
it, the more he entered into a spirit of communion 
with his Lord, until he was finally converted; and 
now, as he hears.people pray, he does not criticize 
the words, but bows his head and communes also 
with his heavenly Father.—Mz. C. Yeagle, Cleve- 
/and, Ohio. 


The Cost of Giving Things Their Right Place 
Render unto Caesar the things that are C@sar’s, 
and unto God the things that are God's (v. 17). 
There is a modern story of a merchant who was 
devoted to high purposes in life, determining to 
be a man free from bondage to the lower tnings. 
One day a ship of his which was coming homeward 
was delayed. He became anxious, and the next day 
was yet more troubled, and the third day still more. 
Then he came to himself, awaking to the true con- 
dition of bondage to earthly things, and said, ‘Is it 
possible that I have come to love money for itself, 
and not for its nobler uses?” Taking the value of 
the ship and its cargo, he gave it to charities, not 


because he wished to be rid of the money, but be- 
cause only thus could he get the conquest over him- 
self.—Nelson A. Jacrson, Keuka Park, New York. 


How to Get a Good “‘ Credit °*’ 


Render unto Cesar the things that are Cesar’s (v. 
rq George Cary Eggleston has told of Mr. Chastain 

ocke, a Virginia planter, whose honorable dealings 
were known far and wide. ‘* Never in all his life did 
he fail in an obligation or delay its fulfilment one 
hour beyond the appointed time, no matter how free 
he might be to pargge & or how much trouble it might 
cost him to meet the obligation on time.’””’ Once a 
note fell due during a severe winter storm. He was 
in frail health, so sent his nephew, in his stead, on a 
sixty-mile ride-over bad roads. When the messenger 
returned, he said, ‘* All my life I have maae it a rule 
to pay every dollar I owed on the precise day it was 
due, no matter if it cost me two dollars for every one 
dollar owed. The result is that my name is good in 
every bank in Richmond for any sum I may happen 
to want. Let mé commend the rule to you. No 
man need undertake an obligation unless he wishes 
todo so. But, having undertaken it, he is in honor 
bound to fulfil it, no matter what happens. I know 
ye had to swim a swollen river twice to-day. If 

had not had you as a substitute, I should have 
made the journey myself, swimming the river as a 
necessary part of the proceedings.”—7he Rev. John 
IT. Faris, St. Louis. 


The Worth of the “Little Pictures ” 

Is it not for this cause that ye err, that ye know 
not the scriptures? (v. 24.) he Master might well 
put the same question-to us. By our neglect of the 
Scriptures, not only do we err, but we are in ignorance 
of the riches of our inheritance of Christ. ‘The Scot- 
tish Savings Bank carries over each year an unclaimed 
balance of $40,000,000, some of the heirs to which are 
dying in the poorhouse, because they do not know or 
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claim their inheritance. A poor old widow, living in 
the Scottish highlands, was called upon one day by a 
gentleman who heard of her need. She spoke of her 


son, who was doing well in Australia. ‘‘ Why does 
he not — a ?” inquired the visitor. ‘‘I don’t 
know,” s she. ‘‘ He writes me once a month, but 


only sends me a little picture with his letter.” The 
gentleman asked to see the pictures, and found each 
of them to be adraft for £10. Is not that the condition 
of many‘of us,—because we know not the Scriptures ? 
The promises and admonitions seem only like pretty 
pictures of an ideal peace, an ideal holiness.—May 
Raymond Selleck, Salem, Oregon. The prize for 
this week ts awarded to this incident. 


Senator Hoar’s Conviction 

He is not the God of the dead, but of the living 
(v. 27). The Christian Advocate in a recent issue 
said: A fine monument has been completed, and is 
soon to be placed over the grave of the late ex- 
Senator Hoar, who is buried in the classic town 
of Concord. On the north side the monument 


- bears this inscription, which was composed by Sena- 


tor Hoar: ‘‘I have no faith in fatalism, in destiny, in 
blind force. I believe in God, the living God. be- 
lieve in the American people, a brave and free people, 
who do not bow the neck or bend the knee to any 
other, and who desire no other to bow the neck or 
bend the knee tothem. I believe that a republic is 
greater than an empire. I believe, finally, whatever 
clouds may darken the horizon; that the world is 
growing better, chat to-day is better than yesterday, 
and that to-morrow will better than to-day.”— 
William J. Hart, D.D., Earlville, New York. 


5 
Flattery is the bread of folly. 


‘te 


The Lesson in Everyday Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


HAT they might catch him in talk (v.13). Is 
this trap-setting instinct of man’s a survival of 
his animal stage of existence? It dies hard. 

It was as natural to me to set a snare for a bird or 
‘* figure four” for a rabbit as to breathe. How large 
a part of life consists in practising these arts you 
may see from the words that describe them: ‘‘ traps, 
snares, gins, springs, toils, nooses, pit-falls, nets.” 
By setting them for animals, men learned to set 
them for each other. Mark the skill of the saloon- 
keeper and the gambler. How well they know where 
to place the traps for the unwary, and with what 
skill they bait him! Observe the craft of the patent- 
medicine man and thespeculator. What is advertis- 
ing but scientific trap-setting ? We poor, innocent 
victims, with a dollar or two in our pockets, come 
nosing along, smell the bait, nibble a little, pop goes 
the trigger, and we are caught! Trap-setting be- 
comes a very disagreeable necessity, as when police- 
men have to set traps for criminals. As a matter of 
fact, all men walk every moment amidst the ‘‘snare 
of the fowler.” But of all mean things in any human 
soul, the meanest is to be forever trying to ‘‘ catch 
another person in his talk.” Lying in wait, peering 
out secretly, sharpening one’s ears, like a fox, to de- 
tect some one in a blunder or a fault. It was a suit- 
able trick for a Pharisee. 

For thou regardest not the person of men (v. 14). 
Very few men acquire, and many less deserve, this 
reputation. Most of those who are totally indifferent 
to the position, power, and wealth of their fellows are 
egotists, despising every one else in comparison with 
themselves. It is not pulverizing all other men to 
nothingness by our contempt, and treating peasants 
and poy knaves and saints, as if they were 
equally dust, that is admirable. Now and then, how- 
ever, you will meet some rare spirit who seems un- 
conscious of those ordinary and almost inevitable 
distinctions which we make in human station. They 
do not cower before kings, nor swell with self-right- 
eousness in the presence of criminals. To them ‘‘a 
man’s aman.” For each they feel a strange respect 
and even reverence, but before none the sense of in- 
feriority. To attain that marvelous combination of 
a due regard for others and one’s self is a sublime 
achievement. To look Pilate as level in the eye as 
Zaccheeus, to be as respectful to the woman at: the 
well as toward the pure sisters of Lazarus,—this is 
sublime. 

Thou... teachest the way of God (v. 14). How 
many different ‘‘ ways” there are! There is the way 
of the bird through the air, the beast through the 
forest, the fish through the sea, the butterfly among 
the flowers, the man among the city streets. There 
are the ways of the miser, the drunkard, the robber, 
the hero, the martyr, the saint. And everybody is 
teaching somebody else some way. If you could see 
things as they are, you would behold each individual 
soul standing at the point where one of these paths 
begins and pointing down it, saying, ‘‘This is the 
way; walk ye in it.” ‘This was peculiarly the mis- 
sion of Jesus. He was forever pointing out the way 
What a 


of life, which he called the way of God. 























LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 16 (Mark 12: 13-27) 


sublime vocation it was and is! Some of you Sun- 
day-school teachers will be less likely to belittle your 
task to-day if you permit your imagination to paint 
yourself stan ing by the shore of the ocean of 
existence, and t ing the hands of those little souls 
that come up out of it into conscious being, and lead- 
ing their owen yg along until they are firmly 
set in the way of a 

Shall we give, or shall we not give? (v. 15.) 
This is what we call ‘‘ putting a man in a hole,” or, 
to be more accurate, a dilemma. Whichever path he 
takes, it seems to us that he must be pierced by one 
of its cruel horns. If Jesus had said ‘* You shall,” 
they would have accused him to the sanhedrin of be- 
ing arecreant Jew. If he had replied ‘‘ You shall 
not,”’ they would have accused him to the civil 
authorities of being a bad citizen. But lo, and be- 
hold, he extricated himself without a scratch! He 
found awayout. There is always awayout. There 
are no *‘ blind alleys” in the spiritual lifeof man. Has 
He not said, ‘‘in every temptation there is a way of 
escape"? It was by rendering to Cesar his due and 
to God his own that the problem was to be solved. 

Is it not for this cause that ye err [namely], that 
ye know not the scriptures (v. 24). There are more 
te who err not obeying them than by not 

nowing them, at least among the readers of these 
lessons in the Times; but what a ray of light this 
shoots down into the wickedness and misery of this 
age! What is the cause of the folly, the unrest, the 
sin, the dissatisfaction of life, that characterizes the 
modern world ? Is it not for this cause, namely, that 
men know not the Scriptures? It is not simply that 
they do not believe them, or do not obeythem. They 
do not know them. They do not know those mar- 
velous stories in which life is painted in immortal 
pictures; they do not know those psalms in which its 
great deeps are sounded; they do not know those 
epistles in which its great doctrines are expounded; 
they do not know those beautiful Gospels in which its 
sublime ideals are embodied; they do not know that 


great central figure, the hero of its prophecy and’ 


song, in whom its perfections are incarnated. Our 
task is still the same as the task of our fathers,—in- 
struction, instruction, instruction! 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


The Perkins Home Letters 


Mrs. Perkins says that the Golden Text, if 
lived up to, would solve a great many puzzies. 


MAPLE VALLEY, THURSDAY. 

DEAR Ji: 2 

It certainly seemed strange to get a letter 
from you written in Martha’s home. As to these let- 
ters in our little family home department, there’s 
been enough proof around here that they’re been 
blessed. And now your pa is going to write about 
the lesson after this for review Sunday. He’s not 
much on writing letters, and once in three months is 
all he will do, but he reads every letter that’s written, 
and sometimes twice. 

When Jesus said ‘Render unto Cesar the things 
that are Cesar’s, and unto God the things that are 
God's,” he certainly did put a heap of gospel into a 
few words. 

It seems to me that verse provides for nearly every 
question a Christian has to decide in any day of his 
life. If a man lives up to that, his accounts with God 
and his neighbors will be about square at the close of 
each day. Most of the troubles between folks would 
be wiped out if each of us gave to the other his due. 
I guess it means more than money, and takes in love 
and respect and forgiveness. Then, too, Jesus made 
it clear that each of us has his debts to God and his 
debts to his fellow-men, and they don’t interfere. 
It's queer we have to stop and study about our duty 
so much, with Christ’s teaching before us. 

There was a time in our early married days when 
crops were none too g and we had to wait for 
months before they were turned into money. Now 
you know pa and I have always been afraid of debt, 
and we took every penny that came in to pay our 
regular bills ; and by that time there wasn’t anything 
left for the church. I’m ashamed to think of it, now, 
but it’s surely a fact that for months at a time we 
_ all our debts except the share we owed to God. 

hen it all came over me very clear one day, and I 
saw that we hadn’t any right to prefer one creditor 
above another, and from that on we paid our share of 
all our debts alike, and this included our debt to the 
church as well as the grocer’s bill. Now when I read 
over this lesson carefully it seems to me that that’s a 
part at least of what the lesson teaches. 

But these lessons teach so much it’s hard to tell 
where to begin or stop. And we'll see more and more 
in them every time we read them ; and I’ve a notion 
that when we get to heaven we'll go right on learning 
more and more about these teachings of Christ. 

Your loving 


Ma. 
& 


Its folly talking about treasures in heaven if 
, you're dodging your taxes on earth. 
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The Lesson in Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Two-Aspects of Jesus Christ 


I. HIS CHARACTER 
1. Sincerity : 
We know that thou art true (14). 
Not walking in craftiness (2 Cor. 4 : 2). 
‘That ye may be sincere (Phil. 1: 10). 


2. Courage : 
Carest not for any one (14). 
Fear of man bringeth a snare (Prov. 29 : 25). 
We must obey God rather than man (Acts 5 : 29). 
3- Fidelity : ‘ 
‘ Of a truth teachest the way of God (14). 


Pleasing men... not. . . servant of Christ (Gal. 1: to). 
Approved of God. . . intrusted with the gospel (1 Thess. 
2:3. 4). 
4- Tact: 
Bring me a denarius (15). 
Wise as serpents... harmless as doves (Matt. 10 ; 16). 


Look. . . carefully how ye walk (Eph. 5 : 15). 
Il. HIS KNOWLEDGE 


1. Of Men: 
Knowing their hypocrisy (15). 
ee ; % understandeth . . . imaginations (1 Chron. 
28 : 9). 
He... knew what was in man (John 2: 25). 
2. Of Daty : 


Render unto Cesar... and unto God (17). 
Render to all their dues (Rom. 13: 7). 
Fear God. Honor the King (1 Pet. 2: 17). 
3- Of Truth: 
Have ye not read in the book ? (26.) 
Thy law... better... than thousands (Psa. 119 : 72). 
Seek ye out of the book of Jehovah (Isa 34 : 16). 
4- Of the Future: 
Touching the dead, that they are raised (25, 26). 


This corruptible . . . put on incorruption (1 Cor. 15 : 53). 

Fashion anew the body... conformed... his glory (Phil. 
3: 2%). 

5. Of God: 


The God... of the living (27). 
Was in the beginning with God (John 1 : 2). 
Cometh to God. . . believe that he is (Heb. tr : 6). 


< 


People who have scruples about paying their 
debts have none about catlecting them. 
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Yet Another Day 
A Prayer for Every Day of the Year 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 
September 10 to 16 


Mon.—My Father, wilt thou lead me into a rich conception 
of sonship? Being the son of a King, may my behavior be 
regal and royal! May there be nothing low and mean about 
my life! May it be large and full of courtesy, revealing its 
sonship in its grace ! 

TurEs.—My Father, may the beauties of thy creation in- 
fluence me to a life of holiness! May I be taught by the 
flowers of the field! May the birds of the air help me into 
spiritual harmony! May all thy glories help to clothe me with 
light ! 

WED.—My Father, may I hear the home call whenever 
thou dost speak to me! May it always be as a welcome 
voice! May I love the sound of thy summons! If it be to 
hard duty, may I rise with willingness! May I take up my 
cross and follow thee ! 

THURS.—Saviour of mankind, I pray for the lost! May 
some gracious influence arouse the indifferent! May the cal- 
lous be softened! May the weary turn their eyes to thee! 
May the dead be touched with the glory of the resurrection 
morn ! 

FRI.—My Father, thou canst make an old thing yield new 
treasure. Make this old day yield new surprises of grace. 
May I be astonished at the fullness of the river of the water of 
life! May great multitudes share in the heavenly baptism ! 

SaT.—God. of pity, wilt thou teach me the breadth and 
depth of thy sympathies ? Save me from all selfishness ! May 
there be room in my life for the affairs of others! May some 
tired birds of the air find lodgment in my branches ! 

SuN.—Father of all, may the sense of thy fatherhood con- 
trol my life to-day! May all selfishness be exiled from my 
life! May I be a brother to my fellow-men! Save me from 
all deceit. Deliver me from all unfairness, Make me pure 
and true. e 


The man who asks foolish questions usually hes a 
still more foolish answer he wants to advertise. 


et 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
After the Lesson 


ce 





ID you ever ask catch-questions of any one, — 
questions that were put in such a way as to 
make some one else seem foolish in answering 

them? You were not just then seeking any help or 

hunting for any truth, were you? Nor were these 

Pharisees and Herodians and—who else questioned 

him? Wa&y did they question Jesus? Yes, to catch 
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him im his words! No seeking of help from the 
teacher who brought great truths to them; no earn- 
est, honest questioning to get at truth. Just catch- 
questions, to put Jesus in the wrong if they could! 

Will you think of the opportunity these men missed 
in their blind hate, in their narrowness and their 
bitterness? One little gleam of light about them, 
one good side I see in the lesson; for just after the 
Saviour's answer about Cesar, we are told that 
they——-? Yes, they marveled, they wondered. 
That was to their credit. Right there, if they had 
opened their minds even alittle more ot igegd teach- 
ing, what a difference it might have made to them! 

**Does Jesus seem wonderful to any of us who 
have not accepted him yet as our personal Saviour ? 
That is a good beginning; but we must not stop 
there. He will answer our questionings patiently, 
lovingly, foolish though we may be about it, but he 
longs to have us get beyond questioning to the daily 
following of him in all things. May 1 ask you a 
question? What are you going to do to-day about 
your relation to this Jesus? Shall we bow our heads 
In prayer as we answer that—to him ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
“ 
The land of love cannot be ruled by the laws of 
death. 
<40 


Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


** Revive thy work, O Lord.” , Psalm 56 : 1-4. 
‘*Thy kingdom come, O God."’ (74: 1-4. 115: 1-4.) 
‘* How firm a foundation."’ Psalm 140 : 3-6. 


‘* Jesus shall reign where’ er the sun.”’ (207: 3, 4. 299: 3-6.) 
‘*Is my name written there ?"’ Psalm 96 : 5-8. 
‘* More about Jesus would I know."’ (132 : 3-7. 194: 1-3.) 
‘*Guide me, oh, thou great Jeho- Psalm 16 : 6-10. 

vah."' (17: 6-10. 26: 1-4.) 
“Take the world, but give me’ Psalm 43: 1-5. 

Jesus." (* 231 : 1-4. 90: 1-4.) 

* 4 Appendix in some editions. 





People who cannot walk straight are always 
anxious to sit down and argue about the right way. 


a 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 

Bible Reading Association 4 London, whose American work 

is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 

tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 

ns Se Jesus silences the Pharisees 
Monday.—Mark 12:13-27. . . nail Rediiesene 


Tuesday.—Mark 3:1-6...... Pharisees and ,Herodians 
Wednesday.—-Matt. 17:24-27...... Jesus pays tribute 
‘Thursday.—Rom. 13:1-...... Rendering what is due 


Friday.—1 Pet.2:9-17 ..... . ‘For the Lord’s sake” 

Saturday.—Acts 23: 1-9 . . . . Sadducees and resurrection 

Sunday.—Luke 20 : 34-40 . ........ . “*Wellsaid”’ 
~% 


Many a man is ‘anxious to peer into the future 
who would not want you to peep into his past. 


Graded Helps| 


For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 








General Topic: Messages of Jesus. 
Lesson Material: A Message to the Fault-finders. 


Lesson Aim: “ Render unto God the things that are 
God's.” , 


INTRODUCTION, 


Did you ever notice the faces on postage-stamps 
and money? I think you know the picture that I 
see On this two-cent stamp, because the same face 
hangs in many of your schoolrooms ? (Call an older 
child to tell whose it is.) Next time a letter comes 
to your house look and see. Why is Washington’s 
picture on it? I suppose because he was the first 
ruler or president of our country. Other stamps 
have other pictures,—Franklin’s, Jefferson’s, McKin- 
ley’s, etc., and some day you may see President 
Roosevelt’s. 

Whose picture is on this penny? An Indian’s, 
because her first lived in this country. On this 
nickel I see a head marked ? Liberty. Sing 
one verse: 





** My country; ’tis of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty,’’ etc. 


Do the stamps and money of other countries have 
the same faces as ours? Theirs have their own 
rulers. Our government makes the stamps that 
carry our letters, and it is only right that we should 
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The Best 
TONIC 


For the restoration of energy and 
vitality ; the relief of mental and 
nervous exhaustion, impaired 
digestion or appetite, there is no 
remedy so beneficial ae 


HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic 


It is a scientific and carefully 
prepared preparation of the phos- 
phates that provides the tonic and 
nerve food needed to improve the 
general health. 

If your druggist can’t supply you, send 25 
cents to Rumrorp CuemicaL Works, Provi- 
dence, R. I,, for sample bottle, postage paid. 














Advertisement. 











ay a few cents for so much trouble. 
Quickly trace a letter from start to des- 
tination,—all for two cents.) When the 
government builds roads, lights the 
streets, keeps the water pure, hires po- 
licemen or soldiers to keep things in 
order, people pay money or taxes for it. 
One day some people asked Jesus if it 
was right to do that. 


REVIEW. 

It was soon after the joyful procession 
that we talked about last Sunday. 
Each evening Jesus went back to 
Bethany, talking with his disciples on 
the way. Day by day they came back 
to the temple, and as he walked among | 
the people, he asked questions and 
paucht f em and many were glad to 

ear. But the fault-finders were there, 
too. You remember they had tried to 
stop the children’s singing. ‘They were | 
angry because Jesus healed the lame | 
and blind, and because crowds gathered 
to hear him. Once they asked, ‘*‘ What | 
right have you to do these things?” 
(The Times picture shows the temple 
area). They wanted to arrest him, but | 
they didn’t dare, so they planned to 
catch him in his talk. 

LESSON. 

Some of the chief Pharisees came to 
him and asked: ‘‘Is it lawful to give 
tribute or pay taxes to Cesar?” Cesar 
was the ruler of their country at that 
time, so Jesus said: ‘‘ Bring me a piece | 
of money that I may see it.” So they | 
brought it. (Show the Times picture, or | 
the picture-roll.) Jesus asked, ‘‘ Whose | 
picture and name is this?” And they | 
said, ‘‘ Caesar's.” Then he said: ** Ren- 
der and pay unto Cesar the things that | 
are Ceesar’s, and unto God the things | 
that are God’s.”. (Explain the meaning | 
of this.) It was such a wonderful an- | 
swer that they had nu more to say, so | 
left him and went way. 

But other fault-finders were there, 
called Sadducees. (Point out such | 
names on the chart.) They came to| 
ask questions, too, about what relation 
people will be in heaven after their death 
on this earth. Jesus told them that they | 
did not know what the Bible teaches, 
nor about the power of God; that they 
would be as the angels of God in heaven. 
They had no more to say just then. 

Jesus’ message that day was a splen- 
did one for everybody. Be honest, pay 
whatever you owe in money or work 
or in some other way, but be just as 
careful to give to God what is due to 
him. The Bible teaches that God cre- | 
ated people, or made people, in his own 
image or likeness; so they really belong 
to him. 

Can you ever. pay your father and | 
mother in money for all they have done | 
for you? No, indeed, and they don’t 
Want you to; but cannot you give them ,; 
something else which would please them | 
better ? (Suggest Love, Thanks, Trust, | 
Obedience, your littie Gifts, and write 
them.) If we owe these things to our 
earthly parents, surely we owe them to 
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God our heavenly Father. Let us Give 
to God (prefix those words) our love, 
thanks, etc. Sing an anprapians stanza 
or chorus, emphasizing these one by one, 


** Love him, love him, all ye little children ; 
God is love, God is love.’’ 


** Can a little child like me 
Thank the Father fittingly ?’’ 


** Trust and obey, for there’s no other way ” 
etc. 


** I cannot do great things for him 
Who did so much for me, 
But I should like to show my love, 
Dear Jesus, unto thee. 
Faithful in very little things, 
O Saviour, may I be.”’ 
(Songs for Little People.) 


This little prayer may help us: 


‘¢ Dear Lord, of thee three things I pray: 
To know thee more clearly, 
To love thee more dearly, 
To serve thee more nearly, 





Every day.’’ 
LOVE | 
IVE | THANKS 
(TO) OUR {i TRUST 
OD | OBEDIENCE 
GIFTS 











Peoria, ILL. 


Truth fears no traps. 
ae 


The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Duaning, D.D. 


HE picture of the triumphal entry 
of Jesus into the Holy City is 
fresh in your pupils’ minds, with 


when most needed, 


It has something interesting to tell you. 


JOHN ®. DRYDEN, Presiden} 





the ehildren in the temple shouting their 
joyous welcome to him. This was last 
Sunday’s lesson. In contrast with this 
are his sharp controversies with differ- 
ent classes of the people,—the steps 
leading to his crucifixion. These oc- 


| curred on Tuesday of the last week of 
| his life, and the whole record in the 


Gospels of the occurrences of that day 
should be included in this lesson. Pic- 


STRENGTH OF 
GIBRALTAR 


If you take out an Endowment or Life Policy in The Prudential. 
save small sums, and assure yourself, or family, a substantial income at a later date, 
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The Harvest Will Be Certain 


You can thus 


Every year The Prudential is paying out Millions of Dollars of Life Insurance to 
policyholders who are reaping the Harvest of their forethought. This money is being 
used to support families, educate children, furnish business capital and provide incomes, 

You wish to reap the BEST harvest for yourself? 
Address Dept. 126 


THE PRUDENTIAL 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA , 


incorporated as @ Stock Company by the State of New Jersey 


Write The Prudential to-day. 


Home. Office, NEWARK, & & 
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to set them an example of righteousness 
which they refused to follow (Matt. 21 : 
32). They had rejected the highest mes- 


| ture the various groups as they appear | senger from God, whose act they ac- 


on the scene, and bring out the meaning | knowledged had fulfilled the divine com- 
of his message to each group. Show how | mand, and they had confessed that they 
this tragic preface to the crucifixion re- | deserved destruction by their testimony 


| of the utter failure of the nation to fulfil 


| courts the day before (Mark 11 : 


| veals the marvelous mastery by Jesus 


of the knowledge of the history and 
political life of his nation. Especially 
point out how the might of simple truth 
in his hands overcame and swept aside 
the meshes of error in which the reli- 


gious leaders of his time had become | 


introduced 
esus, and to 


entangled. The first grou 
is that of the disciples of 
them he interprets: 

The Judgment of God on the Nation. 
Tell the story of the barren fig tree 
(Mark 11 : 12-14). It symbolized the 
key nation, which had proved faith- 
ess to its trust till it was spiritually dead. 
Compare Jesus’ application of the barren 
fig tree parable (Luke 13: 6-9). What 
would we naturally suppose his conclu- 
sion from such a scene would be ? Would 
we not expect words of despair because 


its mission? But show what a lesson of 
confident hope Jesus draws from it. 
Have your pupils read Mark 11 : 20-25, 
and ask them how these words of Jesus 
are connected with verses 12-14. Ask 
them under what circumstances Jesus 
expects his disciples to pray most ear- 
nestly, and with the strongest faith. Cite 
Paul’s experience in illustration (2 Tim. 
4: 16-18). 

The Answer to the Pharisees. Jesus 
had driven the traders out of the temple 
15-18), 
and the Pharisees had not oe ats 
He did not hesitate to say that they 
were making merchandise of their reli- 
gion (12 : 38-40). They demanded his 
authority for his deeds and his con- 
demnation of themselves (11 : 28). He 
answered their question by another. 
Ask your pupils to explain his meaning 
(vs. 30-33). The Pharisees had disre- 


to the justice of the householder in the 

| story of the vineyard (Mark 12: 1-12; 
Matt. 21: 33-41). Show how they an- 
swered their own question. Was it 
strange that they sought to kill him 
whom the people took for a prophet ? 

The Answer to the Herodians (vs. 13- 
17). Why did the religious leaders join 
with politicians to trap a heretic? Does 
Christian history furnish examples like 
this? The question of the Herodians 
seemed to leave to Jesus only the choice 
of two horns of a dilemma. Either he 
| must say that Jews ought to pay taxes 
| to the Roman empire, and so acknowl- 
; edge its right to their territory, or he 
must advise the Jews not to pay. If he 
should say ‘t Yes” to their question, he 
would arouse the hatred of all patriotic 
Jews. If he should say ‘‘No,” they 
could charge him with treason against 
the government. He thwarted them 
compietely by telling them to deal as 
honestly with the Roman emperor as 
they knew they ought to deal with God, 
and not to allow one duty to defeat the 
other. Show your pupils a silver half- 
dollar, and ask them the meaning of the 
eagle on it, and what they would owe 
to the nation even though they denied 
its authority. Ask them what their con- 
sciences say of their duty to God, and 
how allegiance to God and to one’s coun- 
try can conflict. - 

The Answer to the Sadducees. They 
did not believe in a resurrection after 
death, and they sought to discredit 
Jesus by asking him to pass judgment 
on a question of marriage in the future 
world (vs. 18-23). He told them that 
marriage laws were enacted for this 
world, and not for the world to come 
(vs. 24, 25). Then he turned on them 





garded the summons of John to repent, 
and had allowed publicans and harlots 


with an argument for immortality which 
was unanswerable if they believed in an 





eternal God and the book of Moses (vs. 

26, 27). Ask your pupils how the Jews 
would ‘have regarded Jesus if he had 
failed to answer this question, and how 
they must have regarded the Saddu- 
cees after Jesus had answered them. 

Jesus Justifies Himself (vs. 28-37). A 
chosen spokesman of the scribes chal- 
lenged Jesus to declare his creed. In 
view of his controversies with them, it 
would not have been strange if he had 
simply disavowed their creeds, But in- 
stead he quoted the one they professed 
to believe, and avowed that it was the 
basis of his belief and conduct (Matt. 
22:40). His questioner, who had sougit 
to entrap him, was moved to confess 
that he also accepted that creed. Then 
Jesus challenged them to declare their 
view of himself, and they dared not an- 
swer. 

Jesus’ Righteous Wrath. Read Mat- 
thew, chapters 23, 24, in view of what 
you have already studied, and think how 
— had probed to the depths of their 

earts these cheaters of widows, who 
made long prayers ; these professors of 
religion, who blocked for others the way 
into the kingdom of heaven, which they 
refused to enter; these false interpret- 
ers of the Word of God, these scrupu- 
lous taxpayers to the temple, who 
showed no mercy to those who prayed 
in the temple like the publican; these 
persecutors of heretics, who had the 
authority of office to decide what ortho- 
doxy was. Then ask why Jesus was 
willing to die for mankind. 

Show that no man was ever in the 
midst of surroundings so powerful to 
persuade him to be a pessimist as Jesus 
was that last week of his life. Why? 
Because he saw men.as they were, soci- 
ety asit was. Yet no man was ever so 
sublime an optimist as he was. Why ? 
Because he saw men as they might be, 
would be, because he was what he 
was (Heb. 12: 2; 2 : 8-10). 

Boston. 
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Sharp people always cut themselves. 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 16 


RISING SUN 


We STOVE POLISH 


Shines for a world of housekeepers, and best of all the shine 
_last. Will not cake on the iron. Lustrous as the sun. 
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The Senior Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
The Day of Free Self-Declaration 


I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Matt. 
21 : 23 to 23 : 39). 


The selections from the Gospel of 
Mark taken for the lesson of to-day are 
but a part of a wider circle of incidents 
which it seems desirable to consider. 
After the triumphal entry into Jerusa- 
lem, Jesus did not linger long, but re- 
turned to Bethany. It was the third 
day, Tuesday, which became a day of 
conflict “with the religious leaders, and 
the occasion of a solemn definition and 
demarcation. Jesus drew acleéar-cut line 
between Pharisaic ways and ideals and 
his own. 

Whatever may have been his inner 
purpose, he was not the one who began 
the controversy on that day with the 
representatives of the ruling classes. 
They thrust forward their emissaries 
with the hope of putting him to confu- 
sion in the eyes of the multitude. The 
priesthood first questioned his right to 
deal in so authoritative a fashion with 
the situation in the temple. It was a 
fair question, and within their rights. 
Jesus by his counter-question compelled 
them, however, to exhibit their unwill- 
ingness to deal squarely with him, and 
he with reason refused to be catechized, 
and gave utterance to two scathing 
oneeties which described their unwor- 
thiness. 

The Pharisees and Herodians then 
concocted the clever question regarding 
tribute. This, too, was superficially 
fair. It was a much-disputed matter. 
His answer was a marvel of keenness 
and discrimination. So the Sadducean 
puzzle was the sort of a query over 
which they and the Pharisees loved to 
quibble. Jesus answered by exhibiting 
the ignorance and the unspirituality 
which could frame such a puzzle. 

Again a lawyer, seeking to draw him 
out in a positive way, asked him the 
stock question as to the most important 
commandnient. The reply of Jesus 
caled out his admiration, and that led 
to the expressed approval of Jesus. The 
crowd could thereafter‘'only wonder in 
silence at Jesus’ wisdom and spirit. 

One last word was from Jesus. He 
asked the teachers how they reconciled 
the fact that the Messiah could be both 
the Son of David and his Lord. To 
him this was no puzzle, but on their 
principle of interpretation it was in- 
solubie. They found it convenient .to 
retire from so unequal a contest. 

But he was not quite through. Both 
Mark 12 : 38-40 and Matthew 23 repro- 
duce a denunciation, deliberate and de- 
tailed, which is unparalleled for im- 
pressiveness and power. By means of 
it Jesus evidently intended once for all 
to register the world-wide difference 
between these religious leaders and 
himself, between their ideals and meth- 
ods and his own, between their spirit 
and that which he would tolerate. 
Theirs was a leadership which sought 
for opportunity to display themselves 
and to gain their own advantage; his 
was a leadership in service and sacri- 
fice. A sevenfold wo he pronounced on 
such practises as theirs, which were fast 
filling up the measure of the bitter cup 
of misery for their people. 





sary to dispel the glamor which still ob- 
scured for the nation, and even for 
many of the disciples,the essential falsity 
and wickedness of Pharisaic tendencies, 


II, REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

For this impressive day consult  Fair- 
bairn, ‘‘ Studies’’ (pp.:232-38); Dawson’s 
‘* Life of Christ” (chap. 25, ‘‘ The Great 
Renunciation”); Rhees, ‘‘ Life of Jesus”’ 
(pp. 171-176; Sanders, ‘‘ Life of Christ” 
(chaps. 41, 42). 

III. QuEsTIOoNs FoR Stupy AND Discus- 
SION. 


1. The Day of Controversy. (1.) Did 
a bring on the controversy? (2.) 

hy did he push it to a grim conclusion? 

2. The Question Regarding Author- 
ity. (3.) Did Jesus refuse to satisfy 
their curiosity because he was unable to 
do so? 





3. About Tribute to Ca@sar, (4.) 
Where was the trap in this question ? | 
(5.) Were Christ’s words an evasion of | 
the point or an answer ? 

4. The Resurrection. (6.) Did Jesus 
answer the Sadducees in their own scoff- | 
ing spirit ? 

5. The Young Scribe. (7.) What 
made Jesus commend him ? 

6. The Final. Denunciation. (8.) To 
whom addressed ? (9.) For what general 
purpose? (10.) With what result ? 


IV. Some Leapinc THOvuGHTS. 

The greatness of Jesus is seen in his 
self-restraint until the proper time, and 
then his unreserved expression of right- 
eous opinion. : 

The leaders were at his mercy. 

BosTon. 


| 
| 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, September 16. Christ’s Life, 
X. How Christ Met His Enemies, 
and How we Should Meet Ours. 
(Luke 4 : 28-30; I1 : 37-44; 23 : 
33, 34-) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—Meeting hatred (Psa. 57 : 1-10). 
TUES.—Battling disease (Isa. 38 : 1-8, 21). 
WED.—Well-meaning hinderers (Acts 21 : 
8-14). 
‘THURS.—Meeting scorn (Luke 23 : 6-11). 
FRI.—Racial hatred (Luke 9 : 51-56). 
SaT.—The great adversary (Matt. 4: 1-11). 











How may enemies be blessings in disguise ? 
Name some of the Christian’s worst enemies. 
What enemies has Christ vanquished for us ? 


ESUS engaged in no altercation with 
his enemies. If they wished to 
quarrel, he had no mind to stay 

and quarrel withthem. He went quietly 
away. Here is one lesson for us. It 
takes two parties to make aquarrel. ‘I 
think I can work with that man,” said | 
one Christian worker of another, ‘for I | 
will not let him quarrel with me; even | 
if he wants to fight, I won’t fight with 
him.” A war can’t last long without | 
some one to fight against as well as some | 
one to fight. In the case of nations it | 
may be impossible for an invaded coun: | 
try to avoid the duty of resistance, and 





| in the case of individuals it is often our 


Jesus made these declarations for the | duty to resist wrong in the interests of 


. benefit of his followers. It was neces-| all ‘society. But in dealing with cari 


personal enemies, usually the right 
course to pursue is simply to go quietly 
away, as Scone did. 

hen it was necessary, Jesus spoke 
with perfect plainness and fearlessness 
to his enemies. He did not gloss over 
or soften his convictions. He denounced 
sin and hypocrisy and meanness with- 
out reserve. We are warranted in deal- 
ing with brazen badness or with insin- 
pet? in the same way. There is a real 
and legitimate joy in resisting such evil. 
But we shall need to be careful here. 
Our judgments are far less reliable than 
those of Jesus, and we cannot feel the 
confident assurance which he felt. Yet 
bad men ought to be resisted, and their 
badness called by its right name. 

Jesus ever forgave his enemies. He 
prayed for the forgiveness of those who 
put him to death, and his great search 
was for penitent hearts to which he 
might give the assurance of forgive- 
ness. e have no right to cherish any 
feelings of revenge or of hatred. Jesus 
taught that we must forgive to any ex- 
tent, if our enemies repent and seek for- 

iveness. But men often say that 

hrist does not expect us to forgive our 
impenitent enemies. Well, what was 
his own practise? Did he forgive his 
murderers? Are we to suppose that he 
wished God to forgive those whom he 
was not prepared to forgive himself ? 
We may be sure that his heart felt only 
pity and forgiveness for those who did 
themselves and him this wrong. Our 
hearts also are to be hearts of pitiful for- 
giveness toward all who injure us. 

What should give us most concern is 
our own faults and mistakes and evil 
dispositions, which produce enmities, 
We need not lament the enmities we 
incur in the service of the truth. We 


| are justified in rejoicing inthem. But 


there are other enmities which spring 
from our defects and injustices. For 
them we have often to ask the forgive- 
ness of others. We have wronged them, 
and have caused their enmity -to us. 
Let us look over our lives and see if 


there are not some enmities of this kind | 


inthem. It is easy to make enemies in 
this way, and then to persuade our- 
selves that they are enemies, not by our 
fault, but by theirs. Such self-decep- 
tion is acommon thing. Moreover, all 
of us have our faults and unpleasant 
weaknesses, We need to seek a good 
deal of forgiveness from others, and 
thus put an end to enmities of which we 
ourselves have been the cause. 

Do we hate badness or people ? 

Do we feel hostility to any one? 

Have we acted towards others as we 
wish God to act towards us ? 











Dubious 
About What Her Husband Would Say 


A Michigan woman tried Postum Food 
Coffee because ordinary coffee disagreed 
with her and her husband, She writes: 

‘My husband was sick for three years 
with catarrh of the bladder, and palpita- 
tion of the heart, caused by coffee. Was 
unable to work at all and in bed part of 
the time. 

‘tT had stomach trouble, was weak and 
fretful so I could not attend to my house- 
work—both of us using coffee all the 
time and not realizing it was harmful. 

‘‘One morning the grocer’s wife said 
she believed coffee was the cause of our 
trouble and advised Postum. I took it 


| home rather dubious about what my hus- 


band would say—he was fond of coffee. 

‘But I took coffee right off the table 
and we haven't used a cup of it since. 
You should have seen the change in us 
and now my husband never complains of 
heart palpitation any more. My stomach 
trouble went away in two weeks after I 
began Postum. My children love it and 
it does them good, which can’t be said of 
coffee. 

**A lady visited us who was always 
half sick. I told her I’d make her a cup 


|of Postum. She said it was tasteless 


stuff, but she watched me make it, boil- 
ing it thoroughly for fifteen minutes, and 
when done she said it was splendid. 
Long boiling brings out the flavor and 
food quality.” Name given by Postum 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a reason.” 
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No matter how good your 
lamp, a Macsetu chimney 
makes it better. 7 

They are made to fit, and 
do not break from heat. 

My lamp-chimneys offer 
the only practical remedy for 
all lamp-ills—good glass prop- 
erly made. That’s why they 
make good lamps better. 

My Index is free. 

Address, MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 


BILIOUS? 


You ¢an prevent those periodical 
bilious attacks if you 


Take Tarrant’s 


Seltzer Aperient 


(Trade-mark Registered) 

An effervescent ‘draught, pleasant 
to take, prompt in results. It ban- 
ishes biliousness and regulates the 
bowels. 





Sixty years of 
cures. 









I Pe AEE Drugzists everywhere 
or by mail from 


Ghe Tarrant Co. 
aa Mudson Street 














Read Prudential A‘vftiscment: 


Che Sanday School Fines 


Philadelphia, September 1, 1906 








Entered at the Post-oflice at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter "” 


‘Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, or $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information, address ‘The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Phitadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
bd 1.00 copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year, 
One copy, five years, $4.00 

* One free copy addi- 
F ree Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School ‘limes will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage: 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 14 Pater- 





noster Square, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 


subscribers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other 
publications of ‘fhe Sunday School ‘limes Company. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
teme paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies of any ome issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine tt, will 
be sent free, upon application. 


Tue SunDAY Scnoot. Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotless Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment isn’t slow, 

Por she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work, 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate paint in the parlor, can 
be kept vr clean by SAPOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 
cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 


LYMYER SMULTER want WUE" 
Devcs H au ig eae 


THE, GENUINE WERFELY BELLS 


‘The most perfect, highest ciass bells in the world. 























Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet, West ‘T'rov P-O.. N.Y 
For eiectric, gas, or oil. Send 


dimensions. cok tof Light and 


THE GREAT CHURCH 
estimate free. 1, P. Prink, 55t Pearl St., New York, 





When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


please 








Good Night’s : Sleep 
No Medicine so Beneficial to Brain 
aad Nerves 

Lying awake nights makes it hard to 
keep awake and do things in day time. 
To take ‘‘tonics and stimulants” under 
such circumstances is like setting the 
house on fire to see if you can put it out. 

The right kind of food promotes re- 
freshing sleep at night and a wide awake 
individual during the day. 

A lady changed from her old way of | 
eating to Grape-Nuts, and says : 

‘* For about three years I have been a 
great sufferer from ‘indigestion. After 
trying several kinds of medicine, the 
ee tor would ask me to drop off pota- 

»|, then meat, and so on, but in a few 
>} that craving, gnawing feeling would 
= | up, and I would vomit everything 
)) and drank. 
| When I started on Grape-Nuts, 
ting stopped, and the bloating feel- 
») jhich was so distressing disappeared 











y. 
y mother was very much bothered | 


Grape-Nuts, because her stomach was so | 
weak she could not digest her food. 
Since using Grape-Nuts she is well, and 


says she doesn't think she could live | ¢ 


without it. 

‘It is a great brain restorer and nerve 
builder, for I can sleep as sound and un- 
disturbed after a supper of Grape-Nuts 
as in old days when i could not realize 
what they meant by a ‘** bad stomach.” 
There is no medicine so beneficial to 
nerves and brain as a good night's sleep, | 
such as you can enjoy after eating Grape- 
Nuts.” 

Name given by 
Creek, Mich. 
‘* There's a reason.” 


Battle 


Postum Co., 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





The New 





A paragraph of descriptive 
matter on the back of each 
illustration in The Sunday 
School Times Lesson Pictures 





(Lesson for Sept. 16) SEPTEMBER I, 1906 





Lesson Pictures 


—————— 


Miiarrhcea before commencing the 





Louis, Dallas, Atlanta. 


Toronto, Canada. 


(California). 


Richmond, Va. 








| 


American Baptist Publication Society, 
Philadelphia, Boston, New York, Chicago, St. 


Presbyterian Committee of Publication, 


Sunday-School Board of the Reformed 
Church, Philadelphia, 


Pa. 


Or, if your denomination is not named above, order from 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


This paragraph tells, in a few words, just what scholar 
and teacher will be glad to know about the picture, 
and the way it applies to the lesson. The pictures are 
used by thousands of teachers in all grades above the 
primary department; the new descriptive matter adds 
greatly to their value for scrap-book use. The price 
temains the same—10 cents for a quarter’s set of pictures 
and a map; 40 cents a year. Order from your own 
denominational publishing house: 





Brethren Publishing House, Elgin, Ill 
Methodist Book and Publishing House, 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, Phila- 
delphia, New York, Chicago, St. Louis, Berkeley 











them for $3 for 100. 
| stamps for copy. 


YOU CAN AFFORD 


Words and Music, 83 very best familiar gospel songs. 
EB. A. K. HACKETT, 102 North Wayne Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


to have a new Song Book in your 
Church or Sunday-school, and one 
for every person when you can get 
Send 5 cents in 





RALLY setvices 
| The Banner of the King 


Peace and Pienty 
Sample package the above three and others, 10 cents. 
TULLAR-MEREDITA CO. 
| 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 
57 Washington Street, Chicago 


RALLY — HARVEST — MISSIONARY 
‘Praise and Thanksgiving” 


Acomplete service. 5 cts. each, 55 cts. the dozen, $4.00 
the hundred. Send ro cts. in stamps for samples of 3. 


HALL-MACK Co., {$2858 Asch St. Ril. 


LOANED FREE 


1 32-page pamphlets of new and suitable Sacred Songs 
for Camp Meetings and evangelistic services. 


The Biglow & ain Co Co., New York or Chicago 




















When answering : advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


please 


CALIFORNIA ae ha =. 











INDIVIDUAL 


Communion 





Service 


Many materials, 
Many designs. 
Send for illus- 
trated catalogue 
No. 21. Mention 
name of church 
and number of 
communicants. 


» Mer. 


GEO. SPRINGE 
256-258 eR St., 











Rev. 


ton, Mass. 
First-class tour, only 


tes $157 


L. D. Temple, ‘Watertown S., Mass. 


were’ s S. S. ‘Sinaetion 





Read Prudential 


DEORE 


Advertisement. 
It will Day you. 


EE « COURSES AT HOME. Write President 
Burton, c hristian College, Oskaloosa, la. 





you. Dixon’s Pencil Guide 





Business of All Kinds 1-32 











No matter what your line of work, 
there is a Lead Penci neo especially for 
direct you 
to that particular pencil. ig is indexed 
by vocations. Look for your letter, turn 
to the page and there you are! The 
Guide is free for the asking. 

If your dealer doesn’t keep Dixon’s Pencils, send 
16 cents for samples, worth double the money. 
Bert. AC Jesern Dixon Cevcvere Co. denser Crrv, W. J. 
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egies? 
HARTSHORN 


SHADE ROLLERS 


. Bear the script name of Stewart 
Hartshorn on label 


Wood Rollers. Tin Rollere. 














Advertisements have introduced you 
to some of the best things you have. 























The best place for 


REST, RECREATION 
OR RECUPERATION 


at this season is 


ATLANTIC CITY 


and the new fireproof 


CHALFONTE 


is especially well equipped 
to.supply the wants of those 
who come to secure them 


Write for Illustrated Folder 
and Rates to 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 


Atlantic City, N. J. 


Alway Open On the Beach 








By New York Central Lines 








